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BASIC TECHNIQUES 



The following are a few basic techniques you’ll find throughout the projects in this 
book. Throughout the project instructions, you will be referred back to this Basics 
section. So you can start at the beginning of the book and work your way through 
the projects — or you can sinnply pick any project you like best and begin! 



Work-hArdEn your Work 

A good way to work-harden your wire and straighten out any kinks 
is to hammer it firmly on the bench block with a hard-plastic or 
rawhide mallet. 



I 





c 1 EAn your Work 

Before making jewelry, always clean your wire first with a wad of 
oooo (superfine) steel wool, which can be found in your local 
hardware store. Pull of a piece of steel wool from the pad and wad 
it up, then roll it around on the palm of your hand to compress the 
fibers. Wrap the ball of steel wool around a length of wire and draw 
it through, squeezing firmly. This not only cleans your wire, but pol- 
ishes and straightens it as well. 
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Wr APPEd EyE-Pin 1 o o P 




1 To begin a wrapped eye-pin loop, grasp the 
wire in the round-nose pliers about one-third 
of the way down from one end of the wire. 



2 Press your nondominant thumb against 
the wire and turn your hand holding the tool 
until your wrist is upright. 




3 Open the tool and bring it around to 
the original position and then roll the wire 
around the tool again until you have one 
complete rotation. 



4 Change to chain-nose pliers and grasp the 
loop in the tips of the tool. 




5 Bend the wire back against the edge of the 
tool. 




6 Remove the chain-nose pliers and insert 
the round-nose pliers into the loop. 



wrapped eye-pin loop 









7 Point the tool straight up and place it in 
your nondominant hand. 



8 Without moving the wire, rotate the tool 
in your hand until the wire is oriented like a 
backward L. 




9 Grasp the short wire pointing to the left in 
the tips of the chain-nose pliers. 



1 0 Wrap the short wire up and over the 
longer wire, turning your hand as you do so 
to make it easier to wrap. 




n Wrap the “neck” area tightly, just beneath 
the round loop. 



j 




12 If necessary, use the tips of the chain- 
nose pliers to press the first wrap tightly 
against the loop. 



lO 
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13 Continue wrapping the neck. 




14 Wrap the neck up to three times. 



15 If the wire end is too long, it can be 
trimmed off or it can be spiraled in. 




i6 To spiral it, start with the tips of the 
round-nose pliers. 



1 7 Switch to flat-nose pliers and tighten the 
spiral. 



wrapped eye-pin loop 



n 







18 Continue spiraling in until you reach the 
wrapped “neck” area. 




19 Place the round single-wrapped eye-pin 
loop in the flat-nose pliers and press firmly 
to improve its shape. 



flush cut 




1 To flush cut wire, always place a finger or 
thumb over the tip of the wire to keep it from 
shooting away and hitting you or someone 
else. Notice that the flat side of the blade is 
oriented toward the long length of wire. 




20 Hammering the loop is optional. 




2 Once one end of the wire is flush cut, use 
a ruler or measuring tape to flush cut the op- 
posite end at a precise measurement of your 
choosing. Notice that the flat side of the 
blade is facing the short end of the wire. 
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f r En c h Wr APPEd EAr h o o k 




1 Making a French wrapped ear hook is very 
similar to starting a single-wrapped eye-pin 
loop. Flush cut about 4" (10 cm) of 22-gauge 
or 20-gauge wire and place the wire in the 
round-nose pliers at the one-third and two- 
thirds positions. 



2 Place your thumb against the wire and 
roll your wrist around, bending a loop in the 
wire. Notice that the short end of the wire 
comes to the right of the long end. 




1 

3 Continue bending the wire around until 
you have a complete loop. 




4 Break the “neck” area beneath the loop by 
pressing your index finger against the wire. 




5 Reinsert the round-nose pliers all the 
way into the loop so that you can adjust it, 
ensuring that the straight wire is positioned 
directly beneath the loop. 




6 Use flat-nose pliers to open the loop 
sideways. 
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9 Point the tool straight up and place it in lO Begin wrapping the neck tightly against 
your nondominant hand. Without moving the loop, 
the wire, rotate the tool in your hand until 
the wire is oriented like a backward L. 




n Continue wrapping. 




1 3 Flush cut any excess wire if necessary. 
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12 Wrap around another time. 




14 Begin spiraling in the wire end. 










15 F inish the spiral in the tips of the flat- 
nose pliers. 




17 Turn the wire over so that it is pointing 
toward you and place it in either large round- 
nose or bail-forming pliers. 




19 Bend the wire up and over the tool, 
pressing tightly against it, to form a perfect 
ear hook. 





i6 Bend the wire over the spiral. 




18 Here is another view of the correct 
orientation. 




20 Bend the last V4" (.64 cm) back slightly 
to make the ear hook easier to put through 
an earlobe. 

O PTION : Forge the rounded area of the ear 
hook very carefully with a chasing hammer; 
don't hammer it down too thin or it will be 
like a razor blade in your ear! Another option 
is to work-harden (see page 8 ) the ear hook 
by hammering it with a hard-plastic mallet 
instead of a chasing hammer. 
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s Pir A1 -t r iAn g 1 E c h Ar m 




1 To make a spiral-triangle charm, start by 2 Press the edge of the flat-nose pliers 
spiraling in a 6" (15 cm) piece of 20-gauge against the spiral and bend another angle, 
wire. Then grasp the spiral in flat-nose pliers 
as shown and bend a sharp angle into the 
wire. 




3 Repeat once more to create a triangle with 
a spiral inside. 




5 Place a bead on the wire. 



4 Bend the wire straight up out of the spiral. 




OPTION: Use round-nose pliers to bend the 
wire over in a small loop so that it can be 
attached to a jewelry piece. 
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smoothing WirE 




1 To smooth the cut end of the wire, use a 2 Lacking a cup burr, you can use a jeweler's 

cup burr in your handheld drill or flex shaft. flat file to smooth the wire end instead. 



Ag in g mEt Al 




1 To artificially age sterling silver, copper, 
or brass jewelry, gather your materials: two 
glass bowls, a chip or two of liver of sulfur, a 
plastic fork, and some paper towels. 



2 Pour very hot (but not boiling) water into 
the bowl with liver of sulfur. Pour tepid water 
into the other bowl. Wait until the sulfur chip 
dissolves. 




3 You can stir the sulfur solution with a fork 
to hasten this action. 



4 Run plain hot water over your jewelry to 
heat the metal and then dip it into the sulfur 
solution. Using a fork is helpful and protects 
your fingers from the liver of sulfur. 



aging metal ly 








5 In just a few moments the metal (cop- 
per or silver) will darken to a gunmetal gray 
color. Yellow brass will also darken in this 
solution, but only slightly, to a brownish yel- 
low color. 



6 Dip the jewelry piece in tepid water to 
rinse. 







7 Once rinsed, place the jewelry piece on a 
paper towel to dry. 



8 The piece may be allowed to air-dry or can 
be hand-dried with a towel. 




9 Wad up a piece of oooo steel wool and 
rub it briskly all over the jewelry piece. 
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Polishing 




1 Polishing with steel wool removes the 
blackening from the surface areas of the 
wire, leaving it dark in all the little nooks and 
crannies. This brings out the character in 
your jewelry. 




3 A small brass brush can be used to re- 
move any bits of steel wool from the pol- 
ished jewelry. 




2 Polish carefully all over the jewelry piece, 
front and back. 




4 Use a jeweler's polishing cloth to clean 
your polished jewelry and make it shine. 
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coppeR SPiRaL 

WitH WiRE CHaRMS 

SHARILYN MILLER 



Thick clusters of handmade wire charms and bead dangles 
make this bracelet as fun to make as it is to wear. 



MATERIALS 

Toggle clasp 

64 copper head pins 

5' (152 cm) of round dead-soft copper 
i8-gauge wire 

6' (183 cm) of round dead-soft copper 
20-gauge wire 

8 dark amethyst 7x10mm diamond- 
shaped beads 

8 silver 4mm rounds 

8 hematite 4mm rondelles 

8 labradorite 6x9mm faceted rectangles 

8 labradorite 8mm faceted rectangles 

8 Thai silver 4mm cornerless cubes 

8 Thai silver 4mm cubes 

8 black 6mm faceted rondelles 



TOOLS 

Toggle clasp 
Flush cutters 
Measuring tape 
0000 steel wool 
Chasing hammer 
Small bench block 
Small round-nose pliers 
Flat-nose pliers 
Chain-nose pliers 



BRaCELET 




finishEd sizE:S" (20.^ cm) 





STEP i: clean all the wire thoroughly 
with oooo steel wool (see Basics 
section pp. 8-19). To make a triangle- 
spiral charm, start by flush cutting (see 
Basics section pp. 8-19) 6" (15.2 cm) of 
20-gauge wire. Spiral it in three times, 
and then grasp it in the flat-nose pliers as 
shown to bend the wire straight against 
the spiral. 




STEP 4' Bend the wire straight up 
from the triangle-spiral. 




STEP 7" Wrap the neck once or twice. 




STEP 2 : Grasp the wire and bend it 
again, firmly against the spiral. 




STEP 5' Bend a loop in the wire above 
the triangle-spiral, near the back of the 
small round-nose pliers. 




STEP 8: Trim excess wire if needed. 




STEP 1 O: Spiral in the wire end and 
set it aside. Repeat the above steps 
until you have 6 to 8 charms for the 
bracelet. 



STEP n: To make a double-triangle 
charm, start the same way as for mak- 
ing triangle-spiral charms. Flush cut 
about 8“ (20.3 cm) of 20-gauge wire 
and create a small spiral. Begin bending 
sharp angles into the wire as shown. 




STEP 3* Repeat one more time. 




STEP 6: Break the neck. 




STEP 9" Hammer the triangle-spiral 
with a chasing hammer to flatten it 
(optional) . 




STEP 12: Bend a second sharp angle. 
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STEP 13: Bend a third sharp angle. 



STEP 201 Spiral in each end until 
they touch. 



STEP 21 : Grasp the spirals in flat- 
nose pliers and use chain-nose pliers 
to bend and twist the loop so that it is 
at a 90-degree angle to the spirals. 



STEP 16: The sixth and final angle is 
shown here. 



STEP 22: Flatten the spirals with a 
chasing hammer. Repeat Steps 19-22 
until you have 6 to 8 charms for the 
bracelet. 



ji 

STEP 231 Make a spiral with a 
wrapped eye-pin loop with 8" (20.3 cm) 
of 20-gauge wire. Spiral it in four or five 
times and then bend the wire straight 
up out of the spiral. Use round-nose 
pliers to form an eye-pin loop at the 
spiral top and wrap the neck as with a 
bead dangle. Spiral in the wire end. 



STEP 24: Tuck the smaller spiral 
against the bigger one and press down 
firmly with flat-nose pliers. Repeat 
Steps 23-24 until you have 6 to 8 
charms for the bracelet. 



STEP 19’ To start a double-spiral 
charm, flush cut about 6" (15.2 cm) of 
20-gauge wire. Grasp the middle of the 
wire in the middle of the small round- 
nose pliers and form a loop. 



[| 

STEP 141 Now bend a fourth angle. 



STEP 15: Here is the fifth sharp 
angle. 



STEP 18: Hammer the triangle with 
a chasing hammer. Repeat the above 
steps until you have 6 to 8 charms for 
the bracelet. 



STEP 171 Bend the wire straight up 
out of the triangle. 



copper spiral bracelet with wire charms 








STEP 25: To make a spiraled leaf charm, 
start with 6" (15.2 cm) of 20-gauge wire. 
Spiral in one end about three times and 
then bend a sharp angle into the wire 
with flat-nose pliers as shown. 



STEP 26: Spiral the wire around the 
outer edge of the charm. 



STEP 271 Bend the wire straight up 
out of the spiral. 




STEP 28: Create a small eye-pin loop 
at the top of the spiral using round- 
nose pliers and wrap the neck. 




STEP 291 Trim any excess wire and 
spiral it in. Press the spiral against the 
charm with flat-nose pliers. Repeat 
the above steps until you have 6 to 8 
charms for the bracelet. 




STEP 30: Set all the wire charms 
aside and begin making the spiral links 
that form the base for the bracelet. 
Flush cut eight i8-gauge wire pieces, 
each 5V4" (13.3 cm) long. Spiral in one 
end until it’s 2V4" (5-7 cm) long; repeat 
with the remaining wire pieces. 

NOTE: Each wire must be exactly the 
same length. If you have small wrists, 
you may need only 7 wire links. 




STEP 31 ■ Grasp the wire in the back 
of the small round-nose pliers and 
wrap the wire around the tool as 
shown. 



STEP 32: You may need to move the 
tool in your hand so that you can wrap 
the wire all the way around it. 



STEP 33 * Grasp the link with flat- 
nose pliers and bend the wire around 
the outside perimeter of the spiral. 
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STEP 34* Bend the wire straight up 
out of the spiral. 




STEP 37* Close the link sideways and 
press it firmly with flat-nose pliers. 




STEP 40 " Use small round-nose pli- 
ers to bend a loop in the straight wire. 




STEP 43* Attach a toggle clasp to 
each end of the bracelet. If necessary, 
add a small figure-eight or easy link to 
the bracelet to extend its length. 

OPTION: Use a hot solution of liver 
of sulfur to darken your bracelet (see 
Basics section pp. S-ig). Polish with 
oooo steel wool followed by a jeweler’s 
polishing cloth. 





STEP 35’ Open the link sideways and STEP 36 : Continue placing more 
add 1 of each of the bead dangles and charms and beads on the link. 

2 to 3 wire charms on it. 




STEP 38 : Grasp the link in flat-nose STEP 39 : Trim the wire to V2'' 
and chain-nose pliers and twist once. (1.3 cm) long. 




STEP 41 - Break the neck to center the 
loop on the link. 




STEP 4^' Connect the links together. 
Open the loop you just made and in- 
sert it into the closed loop on another 
link. 



cool id E As ! 

Raid your scrap pile of leftover wire bits from larger projects to make 
little wire charms. 

>V This bracelet is beautifully made with copper wire, but other options 
include sterling silver, gold-filled, craft wire, or yellow brass wire. 

Or try making it with mixed metals. 

■>V Adding just a few small silver and gemstone beads to a predomi- 
nantly copper bracelet gives it an elegant look. 

Vc To keep the toggle from riding on top of your wrist, add a counter- 
weight bead to one end of the bracelet. 



copper spiral bracelet with wire charms 



25 











26 CONTEMPORARY COPPER JEWELRY 



PEACOCk WHEELS NeCKLaCE 

RACHEL NELSON-SMITH 




Tiny seed beads and sparkly crystals fit nicely onto fine- 
gauge copper wire. Turning each beaded wire link into the 
spoke of a wheel results in a stunning necklace any pea- 
cock would be proud of. 



Finished size: (46 cm) 



MATERIALS 



TOOLS 



85 black AB2 X 4mm Swarovski bicones 

85 aquamarine AB2 x 3mm Swarovski 
bicones 

85 turquoise opaque size n° seed beads 
85 blue-gray luster size n° seed beads 
About 7 g copper size n° seed beads 

85 dark blue metallic AB size 8° seed 
beads 

i8" (46 cm) of copper dapped bar chain 
Toggle clasp 

3' (91 cm) of round dead-soft copper 
22-gauge wire 

i' (31 cm) of round dead-soft copper 
20-gauge wire 



Flush cutters 
0000 steel wool 
Small round-nose pliers 
Flat-nose pliers 
Chain-nose pliers 
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STEP i: clean your wire thoroughly 
with oooo steel wool (see Basics sec- 
tion pp. 8-19). Flush cut (see Basics 
section pp. 8-19) several pieces of 
22-gauge wire, each V/s" (2.9 cm) long. 




STEP 4 : Center the loop on the 
straight wire. 




STEP 7" Break the neck. 




STEP lO: Trim the wire ends. 




STEP 2 : Bend a small loop in the 
end of the wire, near the tip of small 
round-nose pliers. 




STEP 5* String on i black AB2 x 4mm 
bicone, i size 8° seed bead, i aqua- 
marine AB2 X 3mm bicone, i copper 
size 11° seed bead, 1 blue size 11° seed 
bead, and 1 turquoise size 11° seed 
bead. 







STEP 8: Repeat from Step 1 until you 
have 17 beaded wire eye-pin links. 




STEP n: Place the wheel of links 
onto a tabletop and fan out the 
“spokes" of the wheel. 




STEP 3* Break the neck. 




STEP 6: Bend a small loop in the 
end of the wire, near the tip of small 
round-nose pliers. 



fk 

J 

4 




STEP 9* String one end of each link 
onto a 4“ (10 cm) piece of 22-gauge 
wire. Shape the wire into a circle. 




STEP 12 : Cut a 1 ' (30.5 cm) long 
piece of 22-gauge wire and string one 
end through an eye-pin loop on the 
end of one beaded link. Add 4 size 11° 
copper beads, and then run the wire 
through the next eye-pin loop. 



28 



CONTEMPORARY COPPER JEWELRY 











STEP 131 Continue Stringing on 
beads as in Step 12. 





STEP 14' Bring both wire ends 
through the final eye-pin loop. 



STEP 151 Bring both wires up to- 
gether and place them on the round- 
nose pliers near the tip. Wrap the wire 
around the pliers in a loop. 






STEP l6: Trim the wire ends. 



STEP 1 71 Press down the wire ends. 



STEP l8: Create several small 20- 
gauge jump rings and use them to 
attach the wheels to a commercial 
necklace chain. 



Cool ideas! 

>V Try making wheels with different colored beads, 
crystals, and small pearls to vary the look. 

■jV This necklace also looks great when made with 
sterling silver or gold-filled wire or even colored 
craft wire. 

Vc Try making wheels with a much larger circumfer- 
ence by cutting longer lengths of wire for each 
spoke and adding more beads. 

STEP 191 Make 5 Peacock Wheels and attach them to the 
center of the chain, about i '' (3 cm) apart. Add a clasp to 
finish. 
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founD pebbIes NecKLacE 

RICHARD SALLEY 




Have you ever picked up a handful of pebbles and wished 
you could turn them into jewelry? Artist Richard Salley 
shows you how to use dark annealed steel wire to turn 
your found pebbles into beads without holes, and make 
them into a funky piece of wearable art. 



Finished size: 16 V 2 " ( 41-9 cm) 



MATERIALS 



TOOLS 



4 pebbles about 32x13mm 

1 pebble about 45x19mm 

3' (91 cm) of round dark annealed steel 
19-gauge wire 

3' (91 cm) of round dark annealed steel 
16-gauge wire 



Jewelry file 
Measuring tape 
0000 steel wool 
Indelible marker 
Small steel bench block 
Hardware store wire cutters 
Small round-nose pliers 
Flat-nose pliers 
Chain-nose pliers 
Bail-forming pliers 
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STEP i: Clean all the wire thoroughly 
with oooo steel wool (see Basics sec- 
tion pp. 8-19). Clean the pebbles as 
well if necessary with soap and water. 




STEP 4' Flush cut the coil (see Basics 
section). 




STEP 7' Grasping 1 wire piece from 
Step 2, place a pebble on its center. 




STEP 2 : Cut six to eight 6" (15 cm) 
pieces of 19-gauge steel wire using 
heavy-duty wire cutters. File the ends if 
necessary and set them aside. 




STEP 5' Gut off a ring, making sure 
that both ends of the ring are flush 
cut. 




STEP 8 : Wrap the wire around it, 
pressing firmly. 

Continue wrapping the wire around 
the pebble until you have about V2" 
(1.3 cm) of straight wire remaining on 
each end. 




STEP 3- Wrap about i' (30 cm) of 
i 6 -gauge steel wire around a large bail- 
forming pliers to create a coil. 




D 



STEP 6 : Make 34 jump rings this way 
and set them aside. 




STEP 9- Use round-nose pliers to 
create a small eye-pin loop with the 
straight wire ends. 



OPTION: Hammer the eye-pin loops 
with a chasing or planishing hammer. 
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STEP lO: Use flat-nose pliers to twist 
the wire slightly, which tightens the 
wire wrap on the pebble and gives it a 
decorative touch. 




STEP 13: Bend the wire with the 
small round-nose pliers to create a 
small hook. 




STEP l6: Continue wrapping the wire 
around the stone. 




STEPli: Use a jump ring to connect 
2 of the smaller wire-wrapped pebbles 
together. Repeat for a second length of 
linked pebbles. Set them aside. 




STEP 12 : To wrap a larger pebble or 
stone for the necklace’s focal bead, 
cut a lo" (25 cm) piece of 1 6-gauge or 
1 9-gauge steel wire. File the wire ends 
if necessary. Fold the wire in half. 




STEP 14: Wrap the wire around the STEP 15: Separate the 2 wires at the 
back of the stone. top of the stone and press the wire 

firmly against it. 




STEP 171 Use flat-nose pliers to twist 
the wire tight around the stone. 



Cool ideas! 

Vr To prevent rust, spray the 
wire (before making jewelry 
with it) with a matte acrylic 
spray. 

Vr Adjust the necklace length by 
adding or subtracting wire- 
wrapped pebbles or jump 
rings. 
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STEP l8: Trim the wire ends. 




STEP 191 Bend the wire ends in 
round loops. 




STEP 20: Use jump rings to con- 
nect the large pendant stone to the 2 
lengths of linked pebbles. 




STEP 21 : Add more jump rings to 
each end of the necklace to desired 
length. 



STEP 22: Flush cut a 4" (lo cm) long 
piece of 1 6-gauge wire and bend it in 
half. 



STEP 23: Bend the wire with round- 
nose pliers to create a small hook. 




STEP 24* Bend the wire hook over in 
a pair of large bail-forming pliers. 



STEP 25: Trim the wire ends if 
needed. 



STEP 26: Bend loops in the wire 
ends on the round-nose pliers. 
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STEP 27: The finished hook. 



STEP 28: Attach the hook to the 
necklace. 



STEP 29: The back of the finished 
necklace. 
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FUNKy chAnDELleR EaRRinGS 

SHARILYN MILLER 




These swing-style chandelier earrings are a bit chunky due 
to the large turquoise beads and carnelians used to fash- 
ion them. For a more elegant statement, try making these 
earrings with your favorite sparkly crystals and pearls. 



Finished size: 2 ■?/«'' ( 6 cm ) 



MATERIALS 

6 turquoise izirim rondelles 
4 carnelian 8mm rondelles 
4 light green 5mm glass rondelles 
8 copper 5mm discs 
8 copper 4mm rounds 
4 silver 3mm cornerless cubes 

12" (30.5 cm) of round dead-soft copper 
22-gauge wire 

4" (lo.i cm) of round dead-soft copper 
20-gauge wire 

4" (lo.i cm) of round dead-soft sterling 
silver i8-gauge wire 

i8" (46 cm) of annealed steel 24-, 26- or 
28-gauge wire 



TOOLS 

Flush cutters 
Measuring tape 
0000 steel wool 
Small jeweler’s bench block 
Chasing or planishing hammer 
Small round-nose pliers 
Large round-nose pliers 
Flat-nose pliers 
Chain-nose pliers 




STEP i: Clean the wire thoroughly with oooo steel wool. 
Flush cut 2 pieces of 22-gauge wire, each piece 6" (15 cm) 
long. Use small round-nose pliers to create a double- 
wrapped eye-pin loop on one end of each wire piece. String 
beads and spacer beads onto each wire piece in your order 
of preference. 



STEP 2 : Use small round-nose pliers 
to create a double-wrapped eye-pin 
loop on the opposite end of each wire 
piece to finish. 




STEP 3’ Bend the bead-strung wires 
into U shapes and set them aside. 



STEP 4' Coil wrap fine-gauge wire 
(24-gauge, 26-gauge, or 28-gauge ) 
onto 20-gauge wire until you have a 
coil about 2" (5.1 cm) long. 



STEP 5' Remove the coil and flush 
cut it so that you have 2 coils, each 
about i" (2.54 cm) long. 




STEP 6: Flush cut the coil ends. 



STEP 7* Flush cut 2 pieces of 
20-gauge wire, each about 2" (5.1 cm) 
long. Place a coil onto each wire piece. 




STEP 8: Make simple (unwrapped) 
eye-pin loops on each wire end. 
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STEP 9- Bend the two coil-wrapped 
wires into U shapes. 



STEP lO: Open each eye-pin loop 
from the previous steps and use them 
to attach to the bead-strung wires. Set 
these aside. 




STEP 1 1 : Flush cut 2 pieces of 
20-gauge wire (sterling silver recom- 
mended), each about 2" (5.1 cm) long. 
Create French ear wires as described 
in the Basics section, but before 
wrapping each eye-pin loop, open it 
sideways and place a coil-wrapped wire 
inside it to permanently attach the ear 
wire to the dangle created earlier. 



STEP 12: Wrap the wire beneath each 
eye-pin loop and trim or spiral the wire 
end. Bend the wire forward as shown. 



Cool ideas! 

>V Look for small, lightweight beads and spacers to use in your 
earring designs because they won’t drag on your earlobes. 

>V As in any jewelry piece, the beads you use in these earrings will 
determine their style. For a bold, ethnic look, use big turquoise 
chunks, carnelian or amber, and metal beads as shown in the 
sample. For a more elegant design, use sparkly crystals, pearls, 

and fancy handmade glass beads. 

>V Substitute sterling silver or gold-filled wire for copper and annealed 
steel wire to create a more high-end fashion statement. 

Vr For ear wires, I recommend using sterling silver or gold-filled wire 
because some people are sensitive to copper and other metals in 
their earlobes. 

Vr Before making several earring pairs, start coiling fine-gauge wire 
(24-gauge, 26-gauge, 28-gauge) onto heavier gauge wire such as 
20-gauge. Create long coils and place them in your bead box, ready 
to cut into short segments for use in future earring designs. 



STEP 13 : Use large round-nose pliers 
to shape ear wires. 

OPTION: Forge the ear wires with a 
chasing hammer as desired. Be sure to 
file the wire ends using a flat file or a 
cup burr to make them smooth. 
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COin-PEARL 

coppEr-wasHER BraceLET 

SHARILYN MILLER 




Large copper washers from the hardware store frame big 
coin pearls in this mixed-metals bracelet designed with a 
handmade toggle clasp. 



Finished sizerS" (20.^ cm) 



MATERIALS 



TOOLS 



1 copper 3/4" (igmin) washer 

6 copper i '' (25mm) washers 

6 blue 13mm coin pearls 

3' (91 cm) of round dead-soft sterling 
silver 22-gauge wire 

2' (6i cm) of round dead-soft sterling 
silver i8-gauge wire 



Flush cutters 
Measuring tape 
0000 steel wool 
Hard-plastic mallet 
Small embossing hammer 
Small jeweler’s bench block 
Small round-nose pliers 
Large round-nose pliers 
Flat-nose pliers 
Chain-nose pliers 





STEP i: Clean all the wire thoroughly 
with oooo steel wool (see Basics sec- 
tion pp. 8-1 9) and set it aside. Use the 
large end of a small embossing ham- 
mer to texture one side of each copper 
washer. Then use the small end of a 
small embossing hammer to texture 
the outer edge of each copper washer. 



STEP 2 : Flush cut (see Basics section pp. 8-19) 22-gauge 
wire into 6" (15.2 cm) lengths, one for each coin pearl in the 
bracelet. 

STEP 3- Run a 22-gauge wire piece through a coin pearl 
and bring the pearl to the center of the wire. Then lay the 
coin pearl on top of a large textured copper washer, with the 
textured pattern upright. 




STEP 4' Wrap the wire around the 
washer as shown. 




STEP 5' Start by wrapping one time, 
then go to the other side and wrap that 
wire once, and then continue wrapping 
both wires until you have wrapped the 
washer three times on both sides. 










STEP 6: Use the remaining wire ends 
to wrap around the “necks” on both 
sides, as shown. 
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STEP 7 ' Wrap about two or three 
times. Bring both wires to the textured 
side of the washer and trim as needed 
so they each measure 72" (1.3 cm) 
long. Use the tips of the small round- 
nose pliers followed by flat-nose pliers 
to create tiny spirals with each wire 
end. Tuck them firmly against the coin 
pearl. Repeat from Step 3 for each coin 
pearl. 



STEP 8: Flush cut 14 pieces of 
i8-gauge wire, each piece i7s'' (3.5 cm) 
long. Use the wire pieces to form 
figure-eight li nks on the back of the 
small round-nose pliers. 



STEP 9 ’ Use a hard-plastic mallet 
to hammer each figure eight on the 
bench block to work-harden them (see 
Basics section pp. 8-19). Connect coin 
pearls framed with copper washers by 
using doubled figure-eight links. 




STEP 1 O: Here is how the pattern 
should look. 



STEP n: Use 172" (3.8 cm) of i8- STEP 12: Break the neck, 

gauge wire to create a small easy link. 
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STEP 13: Reinsert the round-nose 
pliers and center the loop on the 
straight wire. 



STEP 14: Make a tiny loop in the STEP 15: Break the neck, 

middle of the small round-nose pliers. 




STEP l6: A finished easy link. 



STEP 1 7: Attach an easy link to one 
end of the bracelet. Set the bracelet 
aside. 



STEP 1 8: To form the bar end of a 
toggle clasp, flush cut 2V2" (6.4 cm) 
of i8-gauge wire. Grasp the wire in the 
middle with round-nose pliers. 




STEP 19! Form a small loop in the STEP 20: Flatten the ends with a 
middle of small round-nose pliers. chasing hammer. 



STEP 21 : Spiral them in. 
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STEP 22: Bend the wire in a toggle 
shape on the small flat-nose pliers. 




STEP 23 : Attach the finished toggle 
to the bracelet and try it on for fit. 
Additional coin pearls framed with 
copper washers may need to be added 
to the bracelet, depending on your 
wrist size. 




Cool ideas! 

>V I recommend using a hot 
solution of liver of sulfur to 
darken and “artificially age” 
the metal (see Basics section 
pp. 8-19). The antique look is 
especially effective when mak- 
ing jewelry with mixed metals. 

Vr Coin pearls are available 
in various sizes. For this 
bracelet, I went for a bold, 
ethnic look using V2'' (1.3 cm) 
diameter coin pearls. 
Therefore, I had to use the 
largest size copper washers 
in my collection to frame the 
pearls. If you wish, you can 
make a more delicate bracelet 
using smaller coin pearls and 
washers. 

■jV Always test your coin pearls 
and washers for fit before wir- 
ing the pearls in place. Place 
a washer on a tabletop and 
then place a coin pearl inside. 
There should be at least Vs” 
(.32 cm) clearance between 
the outside edge of the pearl 
and the inside edge of the 
washer, allowing room for the 
doubled figure-eight links that 
will be attached later. 
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WlRE-WOVeN PeNDaNT 

EUGENIA CHAN 




A handmade bead with a very large hole is the ideal choice 
for this pendant fashioned with a wire-woven bead cap. 
Rubber cording or a similar material makes the necklace 
surprisingly economical. 



Finished s i z e : 22" (^6 cm) 



MATERIALS 



TOOLS 



Bead cap (optional) 

5' (152 cm) of rubber cording 

1 stone bead about 25 x 45mm with a 
hole that accommodates five 20-gauge 
wires 

5' (2 m) of round dead-soft copper 
20-gauge wire 

5' (2 m) of round dead-soft copper 
24-gauge wire 



Flush cutter 
Indelible pen 
0000 steel wool 
Chasing hammer 
Small steel bench block 
Small round-nose pliers 
Flat-nose pliers 
Chain-nose pliers 
Bail-forming pliers 





STEP i: Clean all of the wire thor- 
oughly with oooo steel wool (see Ba- 
sics section pp. 8-19). Flush cut (see 
Basics section) 5 pieces of 20-gauge 
wire, each about 8” (20 cm) long. One 
by one, start a spiral at one end of 
each wire using the tips of the small 
round-nose pliers. 




STEP 2: Use flat-nose pliers to spiral 
the wire for about 1-172" (3-4 cm). 
Repeat with the remaining 4 wire 
pieces. 




STEP 3* Hammer the spirals lightly 
with a chasing hammer. 




STEP 4' "Test the wires on your large 
focal bead; all 5 must pass through the 
hole simultaneously. 



STEP 5" Run all 5 wires through the 
bead cap (optional) and then through 
the bead. 



STEP 61 Pull the wires through 
snugly. 






STEP 7' Use large bail-forming pliers 
to wrap an eye-pin loop (see Basics 
section) in the wire just above the 
bead. 



STEP 8 : Use chain-nose pliers to 
break the neck. 



Begin wrapping the neck. Once you’ve 
wrapped all 5 wires around once or 
twice, begin to separate them. 




O PTI O N : If you wish to use a bead 
cap on the bottom of the pendant, 
test the hole. As with the bead, all 5 
wires must pass through the bead cap 
simultaneously. 
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STEP 9 ' Try to separate each wire 
equally, like the spokes on a wheel. Set 
the bead aside. 




STEP 1 O: Cut 5' (2 m) of 24-gauge 
sterling silver wire and create a tiny 
loop on one end. 




STEPn: Place this loop on one of 
the wire “spokes." Slide it all the way 
down until it sits next to the bead. 




STEP 12 : Begin wrapping the 24- 
gauge wire once around each spoke, 
moving in a clockwise direction. 




STEP 13: Wrap around several rota- 
tions to create a basket-woven bead 
cap on the focal bead. 




STEP 14: After going around about 
a dozen times, stop on one spoke and 
simply wrap the wire around it to form 
a coil. 




STEP 15: When the coil is about 
Vi2"-i^U" (4-5 cm) long, trim the ex- 
cess wire with flush cutters. 




STEP 16: Press the cut wire firmly 
against the spoke. 



STEP 171 Spiral in the spoke, starting 
with round-nose pliers and finishing 
with flat-nose pliers. Note how loose 
and open the spiral is. 



wire-woven pendant 49 









STEP l8: Coil the remaining 
24-gauge wire onto a 20-gauge wire 
mandrel. Remove the coil. 




STEP 21 : Spiral in all the wires and 
tuck them against the focal bead. Turn 
and twist the spirals protruding from 
the bottom of the focal bead so they lay 
nicely. 




STEP 24* Bend the wire into a hook 
in the back of the round-nose pliers. 




STEP 1 9! Cut the coil in half and then 
both halves in half again. Flush cut the 
ends. 




STEP 22: To make a hook clasp, flush 
cut a 12" (31 cm) piece of 20-gauge 
wire and fold it in half with flat-nose 
pliers. 




STEP 25: Switch to bail-forming 
pliers. Turn the hook over, facing 
you, and place it in the pliers. Roll 
the wire over until you have formed a 
shepherd’s hook. 




STEP 20: Place a coil onto each 
spoke, pushing it all the way up. 




STEP 23: Press the wires together 
firmly. 




Cut the rubber cording in half and 
fold both pieces in half. Holdin g the 
four cut ends together, wrap the wire 
from the hook clasp around the rubber 
cording. 
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STEP 26: Wrap several times around 
the cording tightly to secure it. 




STEP 291 Spiral in each wire end and 
press it against the wrapped wire using 
flat-nose pliers. 




STEP 271 Trim away any excess 
cording. 




STEP 30* This is how the hook clasp 
should look. Run the folded rubber 
cording through the wrapped eye-pin 
loop on the pendant and then secure it 
with the wire hook. 



Cool ideas! 

Vr This necklace can be made of varying lengths by using more or less 
cording and fewer metal components. 

Vc If you’d rather not immerse the cording in liver of sulfur, artificially 
age the metal components in this solution first and then polish 
them before assembling the necklace. 

is If you prefer to tumble polish your jewelry, tumble the individual 
components first and then assemble them on a necklace with 
CO rding. 




STEP 28: Wrap the wire over the cut 
ends of the rubber cording. 
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fORGED PADDle EaRRinGS 

SHARILYN MILLER 




I 

Finished size: 2 ^ 4 " (y cm) 




Forged wire “paddles” made of short lengths of 12-gauge 
wire are easily made into lightweight, fun-to-wear earring 
dangles. 



MATERIALS 



TOOLS 



3” (7.6 cm) of round dead-soft copper 
12-gauge wire 

4" (lo.i cm) of round dead-soft sterling 
silver 22-gauge wire 

6" (15.2 cm) of round dead-soft sterling 
silver 20-gauge wire 



Indelible pen 
Flush cutters 
0000 steel wool 
Small jeweler’s flat file 
Small Steel bench block 
Small metal hole punch 
Small embossing hammer 
Chasing or planishing hammer 
Hard-plastic or rawhide mallet 
Small round-nose pliers 
Large round-nose pliers 
Flat-nose pliers 
Chain-nose pliers 
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STEP i: Clean your wire thoroughly 
with oooo steel wool (see Basics 
section pp. 8-19). Flush cut (Basics 
section) the wire end. 



STEP 2 : Flush cut a piece of wire 
about VI2" (3.8 cm) long. 



STEP 3- Repeat these first two steps 
to create wire pieces of equal length. 




STEP 4' Forge one end of each wire 
piece with a chasing or planishing 
hammer to thin down the end just a 
little bit; don’t overdo this step. 




STEP 7" Turn one of the wires one- 
half turn on the bench block and 
forge the opposite end, hammering 
firmly several times with a chasing or 
planishing hammer to flatten the wire 
into a wide, long paddle. Repeat with 
the second wire piece, ensuring that 
they are similar in size and length to 
each other. 




STEP 5* File the edges with a small 
flat file to smooth them. 




STEP 8: Use an indelible pen to mark 
the wire about Vs" (.32 cm) from the 
edge of each wire piece. 




STEP 6: Use a small embossing ham- 
mer to forge texture into the paddle 
area of the wire. Start with the larger 
head of the hammer and then switch 
to the smaller head and texture around 
the edges of the paddle. Repeat Steps 
3-6 with the second wire piece. 




STEP 9" Use a small metal hole 
punch to punch a hole right at the 
mark on both wires. 
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STEP 1 O: This is what the wire end 
should look like, with a small hole 
nicely centered. 



STEP n : Flush cut 2 pieces of 
22-gauge sterling silver wire, each 
about 2" (5.1 cm) long. 



STEP 12 : Wrap each piece around 
a copper paddle, near the end with a 
punched hole. 






STEP 13: Wrap around three times 
and then spiral in the ends. Press the 
wire and spirals firmly against the 
copper paddles using flat-nose pliers. 
Repeat with the other paddle. 



STEP 14: Flush cut 2 pieces of 
20-gauge or 22-gauge sterling silver 
wire, each about 3" (7.6 cm) long. 



STEP 151 Grasp the wire in the 
middle of the round-nose pliers. 




STEP 16: Bring the wire around the 
tool. 



STEP 171 The wire is wrapped all 
the way around the tool one complete 
time. 



STEP 18: Remove the round-nose 
pliers and insert the tip of the chain- 
nose pliers into the loop. 




STEP 191 Bend the wire back at a 
sharp angle. 



STEP 20: Open the loop sideways. 



STEP 21: Insert the short wire end 
through the punched hole in one of the 
hammered wire pieces. 
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STEP 2.2.1 Close the loop with chain- 
nose pliers. 



STEP 23: Repeat Steps 1 5-22 with the 
second wire piece. 





STEP 251 Continue wrapping the 
neck. 




STEP 26: Begin a tiny spiral on the 
end of the wire. 



i 

STEP 271 Press it tight with the tips 
of the flat-nose pliers. 






STEP 2S: Here is how it should look 
at this point. 



STEP 291 Bend the wire forward, over 
the spiral. 
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STEP 30 - Bend the wire up and over 
one of the jaws of the large bail-form- 
ing pliers. 




STEP 33 ’ Fofge the ear wire lightly 
with a chasing hammer. 




STEP 34 * Use a small flat file to 
smooth all the edges of each wire 
piece, paying special attention to the 
corners. Repeat Steps 25-34 to finish 
the second earring. 

OPTION: Use a hot solution of liver 
of sulfur to darken your Paddle ear- 
rings (see Basics section pp. 8-19). 
Polish with 0000 steel wool followed 
by a jeweler’s polishing cloth. 




STEP 31' Take hold of the wire end in STEP 321 Bend the wire back at a 
the tips of the flat-nose pliers. slight angle. 



Cool ideas! 

Vc These earrings are easy to make, but they do require some effort 
to make them well. Take time when forging the copper wire pieces, 
making them as similar in appearance as possible. You may have to 
create three or more paddles before you find that two of them are 
similar enough to make a matched pair for earrings. 

■jV Take care not to over-forge the wire pieces because the wire will 
become brittle and may crack around the edges. 

Vr Paddles do not have to be textured; they look very nice as smooth 
metal dangles, too. 

■>V Make smaller (shorter) paddles and use them as dangles for charm 
bracelets and necklaces. 

Take time when filing the wire edges to make them very smooth to 
avoid scratching your skin and to keep the metal from catching on 
clothing. Feel the edges and corners with your fingertip to ensure 
that they not only look smooth but actually are smooth; your eyes 
may lie, but your fingertips never will. 
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COin-PEARL 

coiL-WRappED BraceiET 

SHARILYN MILLER 




Flat coin pearls and diamond-shaped pearls are framed 
with delicate coil-wrapped wire in this mixed-metals 
bracelet. 



Finished size:S" (20.^ cm) 



MATERIALS TOOLS 



1 toggle clasp 

1 head pin with decorative head 

1 silver 6mm faceted rondelle 

1 silver 12mm heart-shaped bead 

7 green-gold 12mm coin pearls 

7' (213 cm) of round dead-soft copper 
24-gauge wire 

3' (91 cm) of round dead-soft sterling 
silver 22-gauge wire 

3' (91 cm) of round dead-soft sterling 
silver 20-gauge wire 

i' (31 cm) of round dead-soft copper 
i6-gauge wire 



Flush cutters 
Measuring tape 
0000 steel wool 
Small round-nose pliers 
Flat-nose pliers 
Chain-nose pliers 




STEP 1 : clean all of your wire with 
oooo steel wool (see Basics section 
pp. 8-19). Coil the 24'gauge copper 
wire onto 20-gauge sterling silver wire. 
Remove the coil from the 20-gauge 
wire and flush cut the coil into seg- 
ments, each ='/s'' (2.2 cm) long. 



STEP 2 : Flush cut (see Basics section 
pp. 8-19) 20-gauge silver wire into 14 
pieces, each iVs" (4.1 cm) long. 



STEP 3- Place a coil from the pre- 
vious step onto each of these wire 
pieces. Bring the coil to the exact 
center of each wire piece. 




STEP 4' Bend the coil-wrapped wire 
around the edge of a coin pearl to see 
if it will fit. 



STEP 5- Bend the bare wire ends at a 
sharp angle to the rounded bent and 
coiled wire. 



STEP 6: Use small round-nose pliers 
to form tiny eye-pin loops at each end. 




STEP 7- OPTION: If using diamond- 
shaped instead of coin-shaped pearls, 
bend the wire at a 90-degree angle. 




STEP 8: Bend the bare wire ends at 
a sharp angle to the bent and coiled 
wire. Create eye-pin loops as indicated 
in the previous steps. 




STEP 9' Pun 4" (lo cm) of 22-gauge 
sterling silver wire through each pearl 
and create small eye-pin loops on each 
end. Set these pieces aside. 
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STEP lO: On the back of the small 
round-nose pliers, form 7 jump rings 
using 1 6-gauge copper wire. Use these 
jump rings to connect the coin-pearl 
connectors and their frames of coil- 
wrapped wire. Note that you may need 
more or fewer of these units, depend- 
ing on your wrist size. 




STEP 13: On each end of the brace- 
let, attach a toggle clasp using either 
jump rings or small wire links. 

OPTION: Artificially aging this 
bracelet in hot liver of sulfur is recom- 
mended (see Basics section pp. 8-19). 
Whenever applying this process to a 
jewelry piece with pearls, dip the piece 
in the solution quickly and remove it 
as soon as the wire has turned to the 
desired color. Then rinse the jewelry in 
cool water immediately to protect the 
pearls. 





STEP n : Here you see 2 units being 
joined together: 2 coin-pearl connec- 
tors, each framed by coil-wrapped wire. 



STEP 1 2 : Here is a view of how the 
bracelet is laid out and connected with 
jump rings. 



Cool ideas! 

Vr Accurate wire measurements are the key to good results with this 
bracelet design. That being said, if your tools are different and the 
beads you use are of different measurements than the ones used in 
the sample bracelet, you will need to make changes accordingly. For 
instance, a coin pearl with a V4" diameter will require larger coil- 
wrapped wire frames than the one shown here, which will in turn 
require more wire. 

■jV Because this is a very lightweight bracelet, attaching a counter- 
weight bead near the clasp is a good idea. 

■jV The design of this bracelet is easy to alter by using different wire 
colors and beads of various shapes and sizes. As you experiment, be 
sure to note the changes you make and any alterations made to the 
wire measurements used, because these details are easy to forget. 
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elEMeNTal NeCKLaCE 

DALE “COUGAR” ARMSTRONG 




Finished size: 23" (58 cm ) 



Well-known jewelry designer and teacher Dale “Cougar” 
Armstrong sent us a beautiful necklace made with ster- 
ling silver wire, large crystals without holes, and small sil- 
ver and garnet beads. Using her design and instructions, 
I made a similar necklace using dark annealed steel and 
copper wires plus natural-colored agates and other beads. 
While my necklace looks very different from Dale’s, the 
original design is all her own. 



MATERIALS 

1 toggle clasp 

About 50 copper head pins, each 3" (8 cm) long 

About 100-150 beads: wide variety of large agate 
chips, small gemstones, spacer beads, and metal 
beads 

3' (91 cm) of round dark annealed steel 
i6'gauge wire 

10' (254 cm) of round dead-soft copper 
22-gauge wire 

3' (1 m) of round dark annealed steel 19-gauge wire 
10' (3 m) of round dead-soft copper 22-gauge wire 



TOOLS 

Flush cutters 

Measuring tape 

0000 steel wool 

Chasing or planishing hammer 

Hard-plastic or rawhide mallet 

Large (4" x 4") (10 x10 cm) jeweler’s bench block 

Small round-nose pliers 

Flat-nose pliers 

Chain-nose pliers 

Bail-forming pliers 




STEP i: Clean the wire thoroughly 
with oooo steel wool (see Basics sec- 
tion pp. 8-19). Flush cut (see Basics 
section) about 2'~3' (61-91 cm) of 
16-gauge dark annealed steel wire 
(copper or yellow brass wire may be 
substituted) and begin to bend it into 
rounded shapes. 




STEP 4 : Here is the finished necklace 
frame; feel free to make changes and 
bend the wire in different ways to your 
satisfaction. 




STEP 7- Organize your beads into 
color groups and divide them accord- 
ing to size and shape. Use large agate 
chips, small gemstones, and small 
metal beads in your design to create 
texture and variety. 




STEP 2 : Use various tools such as 
round-nose pliers and bail-forming pli- 
ers to shape the wire. 




STEP 5* Use a hard-plastic or rawhide 
mallet to hammer the necklace frame 
on a 4” X 4” (10 X 10 cm) steel bench 
block. This work-hardens (see Basics 
section pp. 8-19) the wire and causes 
it to hold its shape. 




STEP 81 It helps to lay everything out 
on your worktable where you can see 
all of your materials easily. Once you 
have everything well organized, place 
the wire frame in front of you and 
place your largest beads or chips on it 
in a design pattern. 




STEP 3- Use round-nose pliers to 
bend large round eye-pin loops on 
each end of the wire fra mework. 




STEP 6: Switch to a chasing or pla- 
nishing hammer to forge the rounded 
bends in the wire. This makes the fin- 
ished necklace frame permanent and 
provides more design area upon which 
to attach beads and other decorative 
elements. 




STEP 9' Here you can see how I 
have arranged large agate chips on 
the frame in a colorful pattern with 
plenty of variety. Set this aside for the 
moment. 
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STEP lO: Flush cut two 8" (20 cm) 
pieces of 20-gauge wire and twist them 
together a few times near one end, 
leaving about 3" (8 cm) of straight wire 
extending beyond the twist on one end. 



STEPli: Repeat this step on the 
opposite end of the wires, leaving a 
gap between the twists about Va"-! ' 
(1.3-3 cm) long. 



STEP 12 : Gently pull apart the 
straight wires in the middle. 




STEP 13: Place an agate chip (or 
large bead of your choice) into the gap. 
If the gap is too large to fit the bead, 
twist the wire until it fits tightly. 







STEP 14: Press the wires against the 
bead and twist a few times on each 
side. Then bring 2 wires in front of the 
bead and 2 wires behind it. Begin to 
twist them together. 




STEP 1 51 Here is another view of the 
wires twisted together at the top of the 
bead. 




STEP 16: Place the wire-wrapped 
bead on the necklace frame and pre- 
pare to make the attachment. 



STEP 17: Hold the bead firmly in 
place on the frame as you wrap the 
copper wires around the frame, attach- 
ing the bead. 



STEP 18: After coiling the copper 
wire onto the frame, press the ends 
down firmly with the tips of chain-nose 
pliers. 
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STEP 19 - Another way to finish the 
wire ends is to spiral them in and 
press them firmly against the wire 
frame. 




STEP 2 . 2.1 Wrap the head-pin wire 
around the necklace frame to securely 
attach the agate in place. 




STEP 251 Continue attaching large 
agate chips, small gemstones, metal 
beads, and spacer beads with copper 
wire lengths. You can see the pattern 
beginning to emerge. 




NOTE: These next few steps are 
optional and useful for covering up the 
hole drilled through agate chips. 



STEP 20: Pick up a 3" (8 cm) copper 
head pin and string on a couple of 
small metal beads. 




STEP 23: Flush cut a piece of 
22-gauge or 20-gauge copper wire 
about 8"-io'' (20-25 cm) long and 
begin wrapping it around the necklace 
frame. String on a few beads, gem- 
stones, and spacers at a time and wrap 
them in place. 




♦ 



STEP 21 : Run the head pin through 
the hole in the chip as shown. 




STEP 24* Continue wrapping the wire 
around the frame to hold everything 
securely. When you run out of wire, 
spiral on the ends; the spirals become 
an element of the design. 




STEP 26: As you work on the 
necklace, feel the back side for rough 
edges of beads or cut wire that should 
be filed or pressed firmly against 
the frame to keep the necklace from 
scratching the wearer. 




STEP 27: Fill the necklace with as 
many beads as you choose but always 
be sure to finish off the wire ends. 
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STEP 28: Extra-long lengths of wire 
may be trimmed as necessary. 




STEP 31* Flush cut 2 copper chain 
pieces to your desired length. 




STEP 34 * Tighten the eye-pin loop if 
necessary. 




STEP 35 ’ Attach a purchased toggle 
clasp. 





STEP 29' Spiral in the wire ends. 



STEP 30* Press the spirals firmly 
against the wire frame. 





STEP 32: Attach 1 chain to each eye- 
pin loop on the wire frame by opening 
the loop sideways. 



STEP 33 ' Close the eye-pin loop 
securely. 



Cool ideas! 

ic Try making this necklace with different types of wire: copper, sterling 
silver, or colored craft wire. 

■jV To “glam it up,” use crystals, pearls, and brightly colored glass 
beads instead of the natural stones used in the sample. 

"k Use the techniques shown in this chapter to make necklaces of vary- 
ing lengths or change the framework pattern to create new shapes. 

k Before attaching beads to the framework, stand in front of a mirror 
and hold the piece up to your body where you think it will hang. If 
the design is too large or too small, unbalanced, etc., you will be 
able to make adjustments to the frame before attaching any beads 
to it. 

k Try using this technique to make a bracelet. Instead of hammering 
the frame on a flat bench block, hammer it on a metal bracelet 
mandrel. After checking it for fit, attach beads as described above. 
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eMBeLLISHED 

COPPER-WASHER EaRRinGS 

SHARILYN MILLER 




A little hammered texturing and a couple of holes trans- 
form these ordinary copper washers into great jewelry 
components for funky earrings. 



Finished size:1 7/g" (^,8 cm) 



MATERIALS 



TOOLS 



2 copper 3/4" (i -9 cm) washers 

4 metal 4-5mm spacers 

4 gemstone or pearl 4-6mm beads 

6“ (15.2 cm) of round dead-soft sterling 
silver 22-gauge wire 

6 sterling silver 2" (5.1 cm) head pins, 

4 with decorative heads 



Ruler 
Flat file 
Flush cutters 
Indelible marker 
0000 steel wool 
Chasing hammer 
Small metal hole punch 
Small embossing hammer 
Small jeweler’s bench block 
Small round-nose pliers 
Large round-nose pliers 
Flat-nose pliers 
Chain-nose pliers 






STEP i: Use the ball-peen end of a 
chasing hammer or a small embossing 
hammer to forge one side of each cop- 
per washer on a bench block. This will 
create surface texture and add interest 
to these components. 




STEP 2 : Use the fine tip on the small 
embossing hammer to create tiny 
dimples on the outer edges of the cop- 
per washers. 




STEP 3" Turn the washers over 
exposing their plain sides and use an 
indelible marker to draw three dots as 
shown. 




STEP 4: Using these marks as a 
guide, punch small holes using a small 
metal hole punch. 




STEP 5- It may be necessary to use 
flat-nose pliers to remove the washer 
from the small metal hole punch. Set 
the washers aside. 




Step 6: String a single metal spacer 
of your choice onto each of the 4 
head pins with decorative heads. One 
by one, run each head pin through a 
punched hole. 




STEP 7" Wrap the remaining wire 
around the washer twice, leaving a tail. 
Repeat so that each washer has 2 wire- 
wrapped head pins attached. 




STEP 8: Use round-nose and flat- 
nose pliers to tightly spiral the wire 
tails and press them firmly against 
each washer. Set them aside. 



STEP 9- Use the 2 remaining head 
pins and 4 small beads or pearls of 
your choice to create bead dangles 
with single-wrapped eye-pin loops (see 
Basics section pp. 8-19). 
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STEP lO: Before wrapping the loops, 
open them sideways and insert the 
wire into the hole punched at the bot- 
tom of each copper washer. 




STEP 13: Break the neck and then 
open the loop sideways. Insert the top 
of an embellished copper washer into 
this loop. 




STEP l 6 l Hold the wire piece so the 
bent end is pointed toward you. Place 
the wire in the back of the extra-long 
round-nose pliers and bend the wire 
up and over to create a shepherd’s- 
hook earring. Repeat with the sec- 
ond earring. As with all ear hooks, 
bend up the wire ends slightly, using 
flat-nose pliers. File the wire ends to 
smooth and round their edges or use 
a cup burr in a small handheld drill to 
achieve the same purpose. 




STEP n: Close the loop and wrap the 
neck tightly, spiraling in the wire end 
as desired. 



STEP 12 : Clean the 22-gauge wire 
piece using 0000 steel wool (see Ba- 
sics section) and flush cut (see Basics 
section) it into two 3" (7.6 cm) pieces. 
With one piece, create a round loop 
starting i '' (2.5 cm) down the wire with 
the small round-nose pliers. 




STEP 141 Close the loop sideways 
and wrap the neck tightly, spiraling in 
the wire end as desired. Repeat with 
the second piece of wire and embel- 
lished copper washer. 




STEP 151 Pick up 1 wire and place it 
in the flat-nose pliers. Bend it forward 
as shown. Repeat with the second wire 
piece attached to an embellished cop- 
per washer. 



Cool ideas! 



is Any type of small gemstone, pearl or metal bead will work for this 
earring design. Be sure to test the bead holes to ensure that the head 
pins will pass through them. 

A Using liver of sulfur to artificially age the finished earrings is a nice 
finishing touch (see Basics section pp. 8-i 9). Polish the earrings 
carefully afterward with 0000 steel wool and jewelry polishing cloths. 

A Shepherd’s-hook-style ear wires can be made using copper, silver, or 
the metal of your choice. 

ic Head pins can be made of copper or silver; copper will be signifi- 
cantly less expensive. 



embellished copper-washer earrings 
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ARtSY FIBUla PiN 

EUGENIA CHAN 




Finished s iz e : (y.6 cm ) 



Eugenia Chan starts with a classic fibula pin design and 
adds her own twist to it by changing the shape of the pin 
catch and adding coil-wrapped wire in unexpected places. 



MATERIALS 

1 silver embellished copper 15x30mm 
bead 

1 copper 14mm round bead 

2 Bali silver 14mm bead caps 

1 turquoise 8mm disc 

2 copper 5mm rondelles 

20" (50.8 cm) of round dead-soft copper 
i6-gauge wire 

30" (76.2 cm) of round dead-soft copper 
22-gauge wire 



TOOLS 

Flush cutters 

Indelible pen 

Measuring tape 

0000 steel wool 

Small bench block 

Jeweler's flat file 

Hard-plastic or rawhide mallet 

Chasing hammer with convex face 

Small round-nose pliers 

Large round-nose pliers 

Flat-nose pliers 

Chain-nose pliers 



k .1 



i 
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STEP i: Clean the wire with oooo 
steel wool (see Basics section pp. 
8-19). Wrap the 22-gauge around a 
i6-gauge mandrel. Cut the coil in half. 




STEP 2 : Flush cut (see Basics section 
pp. 8-19) each end to remove any 
sharp points. Set the coils aside. 




STEP 3 * Use an indelible pen to mark 
the 1 6-gauge wire 8" (20.3 cm) from 
one end. 




STEP 4 ' Bend the wire at this mark, 
using the extra-long round-nose pliers, 
until it is parallel with the remaining 
12" (30.5 cm) of wire. 




STEP 5 * At 3" (7.6 cm) from the bend, 
bend the short wire again until it is at 
a 90-degree angle. 




STEP 6: Hold the wire firmly in the 
back of the flat-nose pliers and wrap 
three times with the chain-nose pliers. 
Leave the tail end hanging. 




STEP 7 " Hammer the tail with a 
chasing hammer. 




STEP 8: Spiral the wire, starting with STEP 9' Forge the spiral with a chas- 

round-nose pliers and ending with flat- ing hammer on the small bench block, 

nose pliers. 




STEP lO: Pick up the fibula and place 
the tip of the bent wire in the middle 
of the large round-nose pliers. Use 
the pliers to bend the wire into a cone 
shape as shown; this forms a coiled 
wire catch for the point of the pin. 



STEP n: Hammer the remaining 
straight portion of the wire thoroughly 
with a hard-plastic or rawhide mallet 
to work-harden the wire (see Basics 
section pp. 8-19). This is especially 
important when working with copper 
wire, which is very soft. 



STEP 12: Bend the wire back over the 
spiraled wire as shown. 
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STEP 13: Place 1 of the coils on the 
wire. 




STEP l6: Place the second coil from 
Steps 2-3 on the i6-gauge wire and 
press it firmly against the beads. Bend 
the wire into a coiled-wire spring on 
the back of the extra-long round-nose 
pliers. 




STEP 19! File the wire thoroughly, 
removing any rough edges. 




STEP 201 Finish with a firm polish 
using 0000 steel wool. 




STEP 14' Use your fingers to shape 
the coiled wire into a U shape. 




STEP 15: String the silver embel- 
lished copper bead, i bead cap, the 
copper round, i bead cap, i copper 
rondelle, the turquoise disc, and i cop- 
per rondelle on the i6-gauge wire and 
slide snug up against the coiled wire. 




STEP 171 Place the wire tip inside 
the spring catch made previously. If 
any wire protrudes, trim it. Remove 
the pinpoint from the spiral catch and 
hammer the last V2" (1.3 cm) with a 
chasing hammer. 



STEP l8: Use heavy flush cutters to 
cut the wire at an angle, forming a sharp 
point. 



Cool ideas! 

Vc This pin looks best when artificially aged with liver of sulfur (see 
Basics section pp. 8-19). 

■j'c Coiled wire of various colors (sterling silver, brass, or craft wire) is a 
creative alternative to using all-copper wire. 

Vr Make lots of these pins using different beads, such as handmade 
glass, gemstone, or metal. Look for beads with holes large enough 
to accommodate 1 6-gauge wire. 

■>V Another option is to suspend handmade wire charms from the base 
of the pin. 



artsy fibula pin 75 









COOL COPPEr 



BancLe 

SHARILYN MILLER 




Copper tubing is a great hardware-store find that makes 
an inexpensive and heavy-duty metal base for a chunky 
bangle. This design should appeal equally to men and 
women. 



Finished size: 9" {2^ cm) 



MATERIALS 

12” (30.5 cm) of copper 74" diameter 
tubing 

2' (6i cm) of round dead-soft sterling 
silver i2-gauge wire 

TOOLS 

Indelible pen 
Large flat file 
Measuring tape 
0000 steel wool 
Texturing hammers 



Copper tubing cutter 

Small steel bench block 

Small embossing hammer 

Hard-plastic or rawhide mallet 

Chasing hammer with convex face 

Vise to attach a bracelet mandrel to a worktable 

Small round-nose pliers 

Large round-nose pliers 

Flat-nose pliers 

Chain-nose pliers 

Flush cutters suitable for cutting up to i2-gauge 
wire 

Case-hardened stainless steel bracelet mandrel, 
stepped 
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STEP i: Measure your wrist to deter- 
mine the approximate size bangle you 
wish to make, adding up to 2" (5.1 cm) 
extra to make it easier to fit the finished 
bangle over your hand. Run the measur- 
ing tape around the stepped bracelet 
mandrel to find which of the four sizes is 
closest to your first measurement. Write 
this down. 




STEP 4 ' Use a tubing cutter to cut 
the copper tubing, first scoring the 
metal with the cutter before tightening 
it down to cut all the way through. 




STEP 7- Hammer the tubing with a 
rawhide or hard-plastic mallet. Begin 
hammering from the center outward, 
the objective being to curve the copper 
tubing around the mandrel without 
causing a kink in the metal. Take some 
time with this. 




STEP 2 : Gently straighten the copper 
tubing with your hands and clean it 
with 0000 steel wool (see Basics sec- 
tion pp. 8-19). 




STEP 5' Use a large flat file if neces- 
sary to file away any rough edges from 
the cutoff piece. Set it aside. 




STEP 8: Ensure that the wire inside 
the tubing is still centered with an 
equal amount protruding from each 
end. Cross the wires in the center while 
the tubing is still on the mandrel. 





STEP 3- Use the measurement from 
the first step to mark a place on the 
copper tubing with an indelible pen. 
For example, the bangle pictured was 
made on the largest size and required 
8" (20.3 cm) of copper tubing. 




STEP 6: Flush cut (see Basics section 
pp. 8-19) 2' (6i cm) of 12-gauge round 
dead-soft wire and clean it with 0000 
steel wool. Run this wire through the 
copper tubing, bringing the tubing to 
the center of the wire. Gently bend 
the tubing with your thumbs to start 
a curve in the center. Place the end 
of the bracelet mandrel in a good- 
quality vise attached to a worktable 
and tighten it down securely. Place the 
tubing over the bracelet mandrel at 
your desired placement. 



STEP 9* Place your thumbs securely 
on the wires, and, pressing down, twist 
them together. Continue twisting until 
a spiral emerges, finishing when the 
spiral is four turns around. 

STEP lO: Hammer the wire spiral 
sharply now and again, using a hard- 
plastic or rawhide mallet, to keep the 
spiral flat. 
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STEP n: Switch to a chasing 
hammer. 



STEP 12 : Now switch to texturing 
and embossing hammers and distress 
the copper tubing’s surface with ran- 
dom marks. Repeat this exercise using 
the ball-peen end of your chasing ham- 
mer and other tools to artificially age 
the metal. 



STEP 13: Remove the bracelet from 
the mandrel and wrap the wire ends 
tightly around the copper tubing, 2 to 
3 wraps on each side. Press the wire 
down with flat-nose pliers if necessary 
and use chain-nose pliers to grasp 
the wire ends as you wrap them for a 
tighter fit. 




STEP 14: Reserve about 2" (5.1 cm) 
of straight wire on each end, which 
will be made into decorative spirals. 
Forge the wire ends with a chasing or 
planishing hammer. 




STEP 17: Place a spiral on the small 
bench block and forge it on one side, 
using a chasing hammer. Then use 
texturing and embossing hammers to 
create distress marks in the flattened 
wire. Repeat with the second spiral. 



STEP 151 Grasp a wire end in the 
tips of the small round-nose pliers 
and bend the wire into a tiny loop, 
the beginning of a spiral. Switch to 
flat-nose pliers and continue spiraling 
in a loose, open style. Repeat with the 
second wire end. 




STEP 18: Use flat-nose pliers to press 
the spirals firmly against the copper 
tubing bracelet. 

O PTI O N : Artificially aging this 
bracelet in hot liver of sulfur is highly 
recommended, as the darkening effect 
brings out all the distress marks in the 
metal (see Basics section pp. 8-19). 
Polish afterward with 0000 steel wool 
and a jewelry polishing cloth. 



STEP 16: Bend the spiral up and 
away from the bangle. 

Cool ideas! 

■>V Copper tubing and tubing 
cutters are readily available 
in most hardware stores. 

Be sure to purchase the 74" 

(6 mm) diameter tubing, 
which is the ideal size for 
making jewelry. 

■jV Do not substitute a wooden 
or plastic bracelet mandrel for 
case-hardened stainless steel, 
as these types of mandrels 
are too fragile for enthusiastic 
hammering with the chasing 
and texturing hammers. 

■jV Placing heavy-gauge wire 
inside the tubing before you 
hammer it on the mandrel 
should greatly assist you in 
shaping the tubing into a 
rounded form without kinking 
the metal. 
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STackED WASHER EaRRinGS 



SHARILYN MILLER 
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Inexpensive nuts and washers from the hardware store 
make intriguing components in this pair of mixed-metals 
earrings. 



Finished size: 2 {'J cm) 



MATERIALS 

2 copper color 3 / 8 " (i cm) coin pearls 
2 steel 6mm nuts 

2 yellow brass i8mm brass washers 

2 copper 24mm copper washers 

2 sterling silver 2" (5.1 cm) head pins 

6" (15.2 cm) of round dead-soft 20- 
gauge wire, your choice of metal 

12" (30.5 cm) of round dead-soft i8- 
gauge wire, your choice of metal 



TOOLS 

Flush cutters 

Measuring tape 

0000 steel wool 

Small jeweler’s bench block 

Chasing or planishing hammer 

Small ball-peen or embossing hammer 

Small round-nose pliers 

Large round-nose pliers 

Flat-nose pliers 

Chain-nose pliers 





STEP i: Use the ball-peen end of a 
chasing hammer or a small embossing 
hammer to texture one side of each 
copper and brass washer on a bench 
block. Set them aside. String a pearl 
onto each head pin and wrap an eye- 
pin loop (see Basics section pp. 8-19) 
at the top of each, but before closing 
and wrapping the loop, open it side- 
ways and run a copper washer through 
it. Wrapping the eye-pin loop closed 
will secure it to the copper washer. Set 
these aside. 




STEP 4 : Attach the opposite end of 
the same two figure eights to yellow 
brass washers. 



/ 




STEP 2 : Clean all the wire thoroughly 
with 0000 steel wool (See Basics 
section pp. 8-19). Flush cut (Basics 
section) 8 pieces of i8-gauge wire, 
each V/2" (3.8 cm) long. Form the wire 
pieces into figure-eight links. 




STEP 3- Attach 2 figure eights to each 
copper washer, one on each side of the 
pearl dangle from the previous step. 




STEP 5’ Attach another pair of figure 
eights to the yellow brass washers. 
Then attach the other end of each 
figure eight to small steel nuts. Set the 
pair of dangles aside. 



STEP 6: Flush cut 2 pieces of 
20-gauge sterling silver wire, each 3" 
(7.6 cm) long. Create a loop in one of 
the wire pieces, break the neck, and 
then open it sideways to insert a steel 
nut into the loop. 
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STEP 7' Form the wire pieces into 
wrapped French ear wires. Wrapping 
the eye-pin loop closed will secure it to 
the nut. 



Cool ideas! 

•“A Any shape of pearl or bead will work for a bead dangle in these ear- 
rings. I like the diamond shape of these coin pearls, but circular or 
spherical beads or pearls would look beautiful, too. 

Vc Using liver of sulfur to artificially age the finished earrings (see 
Basics section pp. 8-19) is a nice finishing touch. Polish the ear- 
rings carefully afterward with 0000 steel wool and jewelry polishing 
cloths. 
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SOmBRERO RING 

SHARILYN MILLER 




This is a BIG ring, no doubt about it. Maybe it’s not right 
for every day, but it could be just the thing to wear to your 
next gallery opening or mariachi party. 



Finished size: 2V2" (6.4 cm) diameter 



MATERIALS 



TOOLS 



6 silver head pins with decorative heads 
lo Thai silver 4mm cubes 
5 garnet beads 
1 green garnet rondelle 

3' (91 .4 cm) of round dead-soft copper 
i8-gauge wire 

4' (i22 cm) of round dead-soft copper 
20- gauge wire 



Flush cutters 
Measuring tape 
0000 steel wool 
Ring mandrel and holder 
Small round-nose pliers 
Large round-nose pliers 
Flat-nose pliers 
Chain-nose pliers 





STEP 1 : Clean all the wire thoroughly 
with oooo steel wool. Flush cut 4 
pieces of i8-gauge round wire, each 
piece about 8" (20.3 cm) long. Flush 
cut an additional piece of i8-gauge 
wire about 4"(io.i cm) long. Wrap this 
piece of wire around the center of the 
8" (20.3 cm) long wire pieces. 




STEP 4* Wrap the i8-gauge wire 
pieces around the ring mandrel (your 
placement). 




STEP 7- Flush cut 1 piece of 20'gauge 
wire about 4' long. Use the 20-gauge 
wire to twine the spokes; start by fold- 
ing it in half. 




STEP lO: Continue twining around 
in this way until the sombrero has 
reached the desired size. 




STEP 2 : Hold the wires together side 
by side with flat-nose pliers as you 
wrap. 




STEP 5- Twist-and-lock them together 
on the top. 




STEP S: Place the loop on any one of 
the spokes. 




STEP n: Bring each wire to the un- 
derside of the ring. 




STEP 3- Wrap several times and 
then spiral in the ends for a decorative 
effect. 




STEP 6: To create spokes, spread out 
the wires in the shape of a wheel. 




STEP 9- Wrap the wire around the 
next spoke in the wheel, twist, and 
wrap the next spoke. 




STEP 12: Flush cut the wires. 
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STEP 13: Spiral the ends and tuck 
them against the underside of the ring. 
Press them firmly in place with flat- 
nose pliers. 




STEP l 6 : If necessary, create an 
opening in the center of the ring using 
small round-nose pliers. 




STEP 14: Trim the spokes so they all 
protrude about Vs" (1.9 cm) from the 
edge of the weaving. 




STEP 171 Run the wire “stems" of the 
flower into the center of the Sombrero 
ring. 




STEP 15: String 5 garnet beads on 
a head pin. String the green garnet 
rondelle on a head pin. Holding them 
together, with the rondelle in the 
middle, twist the wires to create a sort 
of “flower” of beads. 




STEP l 8 : Pull all the wires through 
until the flower is snug against the 
ring. 




STEP 19! Once you’ve pulled all the 
wires through, separate them. 



STEP 20: Twist and wrap each wire 
separately around the ring shank to 
hold them in place. 



STEP 21 : Spiral the ends and tuck 
them into crevices where they cannot 
be seen or felt. 



Cool ideas! 

■/V The appearance of this ring is easy to alter by using different beads 
or pearls or by using different colors of wire. Craft wire, sterling sil- 
ver, and gold-filled wire are all good choices. For twining purposes, 
choose a soft wire that is easy to bend. 

Vr A hot solution of liver of sulfur is a great way to artificially age this 
jewelry piece (see Basics section pp. 8-19) and give it depth and 
character, but it takes some time to polish afterward with 0000 stee 
wool. 
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SINGLe-loOP CHaiN 

SHARILYN MILLER 




Finished size:S" (20.^ cm) 



Simple elegance defines this bracelet link, which is easily 
adaptable to necklaces as well. 



MATERIALS TOOLS 

5' (152 cm) of round dead-soft copper Flush cutters 

i6-gauge wire Measuring tape 

0000 steel wool 
Small jeweler’s bench block 
Chasing or planishing hammer 
Small round-nose pliers 
Large round-nose pliers 
Flat-nose pliers 
Bail-forming pliers 
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STEP 1 : Clean all of the wire 
thoroughly with oooo steel wool 
(see Basics section pp. 8-19). Flush 
cut (Basics section) 4" (lo.i cm) of 
i6*gauge wire. Start a spiral at each 
end in the middle of the s mall round- 
nose pliers. 




STEP 4* Bend the wire to create a U 
shape, spirals facing away from each 
other. 



-1 




STEP 7- Create 8 or more 1 6-gauge 
small jump rings (about 5mm in diam- 
eter) plus an equal number of larger 
jump rings (about 8mm in diameter.), 
using large and small round-nose pli- 
ers. Set them aside. 




STEP 2 : Use flat-nose pliers to 

continue the spiral on each end, facing 
each other. 




STEP 5" Use a hard-plastic or rawhide 
mallet to straighten and work-harden 
(see Basics section pp. 8-19) the wire 
link. 




STEP 8: Connect the bracelet links to- 
gether using large and small jump rings 
as shown. Use large jump rings to con- 
nect spirals together and use doubled 
small jump rings to connect single-loop 
links back to back. Add or subtract links 
until the bracelet fits comfortably. 




STEP 3- Stop when the li nk measures 
VI2" (3.8 cm) from end to end. 




Place the middle of the wire in the bail- 
forming pliers. 




STEP 6: Use a chasing hammer to 
flatten the rounded wire end (the end 
farthest away from the spirals). Repeat 
these steps to make as many links as 
required for your bracelet. The bracelet 
shown has lo links. Set them aside. 




STEP 9 : Create a simple hook clasp 
using 4" (lo.i cm) of i6-gauge wire. 
Begin by flush cutting 4" (lo.i cm) of 
i6-gauge wire and bending it in half. 
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STEP lO: Bend the bent wire end in 
the round-nose pliers to form the tip 
of a hook. 



STEPli: Use round-nose pliers to 
create a shepherd’s-hook shape. 



STEP 12 : Form loops on the straight 
wire ends as shown. 




STEP 13: Open the loops sideways. 



Cool ideas! 




STEP 14: Attach them to one end of 
the bracelet. 




STEP 15: Close the loops and try 
the bracelet on, adding or subtracting 
links and jump rings as needed until 
the bracelet fits. 

O PTI O N : Using a hot solution of liver 
of sulfur is recommended to give this 
bracelet an antique finish (see Basics 
section pp. 8-i 9). 



Vr This link can be made in different sizes for a variety of distinctive 
looks. For example, try making it in i4-gauge wire (same measure- 
ments) or even i2-gauge wire (you may need to use longer lengths 
of wire). Or try making the same link with 4V4" (n .4 cm) or even 
4V4" (i2 cm) of wire for a very big, bold bracelet. 



Vr The bracelet also can be made in sterling silver, gold-filled, or yellow 
brass wire. 



>V Try making several of these links and combining them with various 
bead wraps and other links to make a long necklace. 
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LEaF LINK BraceLET 

SHARILYN MILLER 
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Finished size: 7 -J/^" (19.7 cm) 



Autumn leaves dance around your wrist in this pretty 
wire-link bracelet. 




MATERIALS 

472' (137 cm) of round dead-soft copper 
14-gauge wire 



TOOLS 

Flush cutters 
0000 steel wool 
Small steel bench block 
Small embossing hammer 
Chasing or planishing hammer 
Hard-plastic or rawhide mallet 
Small round-nose pliers 
Flat-nose pliers 
Chain-nose pliers 








STEP i: Clean all the wire thoroughly with 
oooo steel wool (see Basics section pp. 
8-19). Flush cut (Basics section) seven 6" 
(15 cm) pieces of i4-gauge copper wire. 
Flush cut one 7" (i8 cm) long piece and 
set it aside. Pick up i of the 6" (15 cm) 
long pieces and hammer one end to 
flatten it using a chasing or planishing 
hammer. 




STEP 2 : Place the flattened wire end 
i n the tips of the small round-nose pli- 
ers and bend it into a small spiral. 




STEP 3 : Switch to flat-nose pliers and 
tighten the beginning spiral. 




STEP 4' Conti nue spiraling the wire. 




STEP 5' Spiral the wire loosely to 
open it up. 




STEP 61 Stop when the unit is 2V2" 
(6 cm) long from the outside of the 
spiral to the end of the wire. 




STEP 7" Grasp the wire in the angle 
shown in the flat-nose pliers and bend 
the wire sharply against the edge of 
the pliers. 





STEP 9" Using flat-nose pliers, bend 
the wire straight up from the center 
of the spiral, directly across the spiral 
from the sharp bend made in Step 7. 
Trim the straight wire if necessary so 
that it measures about V2" (1.3 cm). 
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STEP lO: Placing the spiraled portion 
of the wire only on a small jeweler’s 
bench block, forge the outside edges 
of the leaf shape with a chasing or 
planishing hammer. 



STEP n: Switch to the small emboss- 
ing hammer and forge texture into 
the flattened areas of the wire. If the 
leaf becomes misshapen, hammer it 
back into shape with a hard-plastic or 
rawhide mallet. 



STEP 12 : Using small round-nose pli- 
ers, form a loop in the short wire end. 




STEP 13: Use chain-nose pliers to 
bend the loop back. Reinsert the small 
round-nose pliers and bend the loop 
slightly forward, centering it on the 
spiral. Repeat all of these steps with 
the remaining six 6” (15 cm) wire 
pieces. Set them aside. 



STEP 14: Take the one 7” (17 cm) 
wire piece and hammer one end with 
a chasing hammer to slightly flatten it 
Begin a spiral in the tips of the s mall 
round-nose pliers and then switch to 
flat-nose pliers. Spiral loosely until 
the wire measures about 3V4" (8.3 cm) 
long from the outside of the spiral to 
the end of the wire. 



STEP 151 Grasp the wire in the angle 
shown in the flat-nose pliers and bend 
the wire sharply against the edge of 
the pliers. 




STEP 16: Continue spiraling around. 



STEP 17: Using flat-nose pliers, bend 
the wire straight up from the center of 
the spiral. 



STEP 18: Bend this straight wire back 
down toward the spiral at the midway 
point. Hammer and texture the leaf 
portion of the link as described in the 
previous steps. 




leaf link bracelet 












STEP 21 : To connect the leaf links, 
open the loops sideways. 



STEP 191 Place the rounded bend of 
wire in the back of the small round- 
nose pliers and bend it forward 
slightly. 



STEP 20: Turn the wire piece around 
so the bent end is facing you. Place 
this wire end in the back of the small 
round-nose pliers and bend the wire 
up and over to form a hook. 




STEP 22: Insert the loop of 1 link into 
the triangular shape at the bottom of 
another link. Repeat this step to con- 
nect all the links. 

OPTION: Use a hot solution of liver 
of sulfur to darken your bracelet, which 
brings out the surface texture (see 
Basics section pp. 8-19). Polish with 
0000 steel wool followed by a jeweler’s 
polishing cloth. 



Cool ideas! 

Vr This bracelet looks great in different wire types such as sterling 
silver and yellow brass or even gold-filled. But don’t try this with 
colored craft wire because the forging techniques used will cause 
the colorant to split off. Also, colored craft wire cannot be artificially 
aged in liver of sulfur. 

■jV If you have very strong hands, try making this bracelet with 1 6 -gauge 
dark annealed steel wire. 

ic Another way to change the look of this bracelet is to use longer 
lengths of wire or heavier gauges, such as i2-gauge or even 
lo-gauge, to make bigger leaves. The heavier the wire, the more 
you can flatten it out through forging methods. This gives you more 
surface area to texture with ball-peen and texturing hammers. 
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stiCKS AND STOnes EaRRincs 



SHARILYN MILLER 




Textured “sticks” fashioned from short wire pieces make 
terrific earring drops whether you use copper, yellow 
brass, or sterling silver to create them. Add your favorite 
bead or pearl dangles, and you’ve added an unusual fash- 
ion accessory to your wardrobe. 



MATERIALS 

2 copper 2" (5 cm) head pins 
2 powder blue 6mm Czech glass beads 
2 5mm peridot chips 
4" (locm) ofbrass i6-gaugewire 

6" (15 cm) of round dead-soft sterling 
silver 20-gauge wire 

4" (lo cm) of copper 22-gauge wire 



TOOLS 

Flush cutters 

Measuring tape 

0000 steel wool 

Small jeweler’s bench block 

Chasing or planishing hammer 

Small ball-peen or embossing hammer 

Small round-nose pliers 

Large round-nose pliers 

Flat-nose pliers 

Chain-nose pliers 




STEP 1 : clean all of the wire thoroughly with oooo steel 
wool (see Basics section pp. 8-19). Flush cut (Basics sec- 
tion) 2 pieces of i6-gauge wire, each piece 2" (5 cm) long. 
Use small round-nose pliers to create a small eye-pin loop 
at each end of both wire pieces. 



Step 2 : Place the wire across a corner of a small jeweler’s 
bench block as shown and forge the straight portion of the 
wire with a chasing or planishing hammer. Repeat with the 
second wire piece. Switch to an embossing hammer and 
add texture to the forged area of each wire piece. If the wire 
curls up during this process, turn it over and hammer it 
lightly with a chasing hammer to flatten it again. Continue 
texturing one side of each “stick” until satisfied with its ap- 
pearance. Set the textured sticks aside. 




STEP 3 : Flush cut 2 pieces of 22-gauge wire, each about 2 
(5 cm) long. Wrap each piece around a textured stick near 
one of the eye-pin loops. 




STEP 4’ Spiral in the ends and press them tightly against 
the textured stick to hold them securely in place. 
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CONTEMPORARY COPPER JEWELRY 






STEP 5- Use a head pin to string i glass bead and i peridot 
chip to create a dangle. Repeat for a second dangle. Attach 
each bead dangle to a textured stick by opening its eye-pin 
loop sideways. Close each eye-pin loop securely. 




STEP 6: Flush cut the 20-gauge wire into two 3" (8 cm) 
pieces. Create wrapped French ear wires (see Basics section 
pp. 8-19) with them. Attach the ear wires to the textured 
sticks by opening the remaining eye-pin loops sideways. 
Close them securely. 

O PTI O N : Use a hot solution of liver of sulfur to darken 
your Sticks and Stones earrings (see Basics section). Polish 
with 0000 steel wool followed by a jeweler’s polishing cloth. 



Cool ideas! 

Vr Choose small beads, pearls, and/or metal beads for this project; large, heavy beads on 
earrings will drag on your earlobes. 

Vr If the wrapped wire from Step 5 slips around and won’t stay in place, a tiny drop of invis- 
ible jeweler’s adhesive may be applied to the back side of the wrapped wire. Allow it to dry 
overnight. 

>V Textured sticks can be made any length. Try making them with 2" (5 cm) of 1 6-gauge wire 
as described above and then make several more pairs in different lengths. Try making 
them with different metals — sterling silver, copper, brass — and choose beads or pearls that 
complement the color of the metal. 

Vr Textured sticks can also be made with heavier gauges of wire such as i4-gauge or even 
12-gauge. As long as the wire pieces are not very long, the added weight from the heavier 
gauges should not be a problem. The advantage to using heavier wire is that it can be 
flattened out quite a bit more and textured to make a wider piece, and it makes a bolder 
statement. 

Be sure to make the eye-pin loops on each end of a wire stick prior to forging and 
texturing the middle of the wire. Why? Hammering metal work-hardens it (see Basics 
section pp. 8-19) and makes it nearly impossible to bend without breaking. If you forge 
and texture your sticks and create eye-pin loops on each end afterward, you will find it 
extremely difficult if not impossible to bend the wire. 
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SPiDeR-WEaVE PenDaNT 



SHARILYN MILLER 




This Halloween-inspired woven wrap ennbellishes a pen- 
dant that’s fun to wear any time of year. You can wear 
it three ways: front side (showing the weave), back side 
(showing the spiraled wire ends), or plain (simply remove 
the woven wire piece entirely). 



Finished s i z e : 2l" (53 cm) 



MATERIALS 



TOOLS 



1 30x40mm faceted stone oval 

21 " (53 cm) ball chain 

3' (91 cm) of round dead-soft copper 
22-gauge wire 

7” (i8 cm) of round dead-soft copper 
i8-gauge wire 

4' (i22 cm) of round dead-soft copper 
24-gauge wire 



Flush cutters 
Measuring tape 
0000 steel wool 
Chasing hammer 
Small bench block 
Small round-nose pliers 
Large round-nose pliers 
Flat-nose pliers 
Chain-nose pliers 





STEP i: Thoroughly clean your wire 
with oooo steel wool (see Basics sec- 
tion pp. 8-1 9). Hammer one end of 
the 7" (i8 cm) 1 8-gauge wire piece to 
be used for a pendant. 




STEP 4' Continue spiraling the wire 
in the flat-nose pliers. 




STEP 7' Place the focal bead on the 
wire. 




STEP 2 : Begin a spiral at one end of 
the wire. 




STEP 5' Once you’ve spiraled around 
three times, bend the wire straight up 
in a lollipop shape. 




STEP 81 Begin creating a wrapped 
eye-pin loop (see Basics section pp. 
8-19) in the wire, just above the focal 
bead. 







STEP 3" Press the beginning Spiral 
tightly with the flat-nose pliers. 




STEP 6 : Hammer the spiral with a 
chasing hammer to flatten it sli ghtly. 




STEP 9' Wrap the wire twice around 
the round-nose pliers. 
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STEP lO: Break the neck with chain- 
nose pliers. 



STEP n: Begin wrapping the neck, STEP 12 : Continue wrapping the 
using the chain-nose pliers to wrap the neck, 
wire tightly. 




STEP 131 Equalize the loops by 
placing the double-wrapped eye-pin 
loops back on the round-nose pliers — 
smallest loop first. Press chain-nose 
pliers against the loops to force them 
to equalize. 




STEP 16: Flush cut (see Basics sec- 
tion) 6 pieces of 22-gauge wire, each 
5" (13 cm) long. Reserve the remaining 
4" (lo cm) of wire for wrapping; bend 
it in half. 




STEP 14 > Spiral the remaining wire 
end and tuck it against the focal bead 
with flat-nose pliers. 



STEP 17: Lay six 5" (13 cm) pieces of 
22-gauge wire next to each other in a 
bundle. 




STEP 1 51 This is the finished pen- 
dant, which can be worn on a necklace 
chain as is, without the spider-weave 
wire embellishment. Set it aside for 
now. 



STEP 18: Begin wrapping them in the 
center with the reserved 4" (lo cm) 
piece of wire. 
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STEP 19 ’ As you wrap the bundle, 
keep everything straight and flat using 
flat-nose pliers. 



STEP 22: Spiral in the wire ends. 



STEP 20: Use flat-nose pliers every STEP 21 : Wrap the bundle about four 
now and then to press the wire wrap or five times, 
firmly against the bundle. 




STEP 23: Spread out the wire 
“spokes." 



STEP 24: Create a tiny loop at one 
end of the 24-gauge wire. 





STEP 25: Place the loop on one of 
the 22-gauge spokes near the center. 



STEP 26: Begin wrapping the 22- 
gauge wire up and over each spoke, 
moving in a clockwise direction. 



STEP 271 Wrap each spoke very tight- 
ly and make sure to keep the spokes 
evenly spaced as you wrap them. 
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STEP 28: You will begin to see 3 pat- 
tern emerge. The first wrap around all 
the spokes is the most challenging. It 
becomes easier to weave after that. 




STEP 291 Once you’ve wrapped a few 
times around, clip the wire with flush 
cutters and press the wire around a 
spoke to hide the cut end. 




STEP 31 • Trim the spokes as needed 
to equalize their lengths. 




STEP 32: Spiral in the ends of each 
spoke just a bit. 



Cool ideas! 

•;V The pendant can be made any size, but if making a very large pen- 
dant, you will need more wire. 

>V The chain you use will affect the appearance of this necklace. Possi- 
bilities include commercial chain (copper or sterling silver), a heavy- 
gauge neck wire, leather or satin cording, silk rattail. Buna cord, or 
ball chain. 

A Sterling silver ball chain can be found in jewelry catalogs, or use 
steel or yellow brass ball chain from the hardware store. You may 
also find multicolored ball chain in the scrapbook section of your lo- 
cal craft store. The chain can be cut into segments of different colors 
and connected together with clasps as shown in the sample. 




STEP 30: Place the focal bead on the 
weaving and bend the spokes up and 
around the edges of the bead. 




STEP 33 * Press the spirals gently 
against the front of the focal bead. 
Once finished, the necklace is ready to 
wear. The spider-weave embellishment 
can be removed easily for cleaning or 
when you wish to wear the pendant 
without it. 

O PTI O N : Use a hot solution of liver 
of sulfur to darken your pendant (see 
Basics section pp. 8-19). Polish thor- 
oughly with 0000 steel wool followed 
by a jeweler’s polishing cloth. 
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sPirAL FiBula PiN 

SHARILYN MILLER 




Variations on the ancient spiral fibula pin can be found 
in large museums around the world. It is a classic design 
that can be easily altered in creative ways. 



Finished size: 2 V 4 " (5-7 cm) 



MATERIALS TOOLS 

n” (28 cm) of round dead-soft copper Measuring tape 

i4'g3uge wire 0000 steel wool 

Small bench block 

Jeweler's flat file 

Hard-plastic or rawhide mallet 

Chasing hammer with convex face 

Round-nose pliers 

Flat-nose pliers 

Chain-nose pliers 

Flush cutters suitable for cutting up to i4-gauge 
wire 




STEP i: Flush cut (see Basics section 
pp. 8-1 9) the wire and clean it thor- 
oughly with 0000 steel wool (Basics 
section). At V2" from one end, create a 
90-degree bend in the wire using flat- 
nose pliers. 



STEP 2: Place this bend in the tips 
of the round-nose pliers and wrap the 
long end of the wire around the tips of 
the pliers in one complete rotation. 



STEP 3: Remove the round-nose pli- 
ers and use flat-nose pliers to tighten 
the loop. 





STEP 4 * Place the beginning spiral 
in the tip of the flat-nose pliers and 
continue spiraling the wire tightly. 



STEP 5- Loosen up the spiral. 



STEP 6: Continue spiraling until the 
unit measures 6" (15.2 cm) long from 
the outside of the spiral to the end of 
the straight wire. 




STEP 7 * Use your thumb to bend a 
smooth curve into the wire just below 
the spiral. 




STEP S: Forge the spiral with a chas- 
ing hammer to remove any tool marks. 




STEP 9' Hammer the curve with a 
chasing hammer to firm up the shape 
and give the wire a nicely polished flat 
surface. 
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STEP lO: Use flat-nose piers to bend 
the wire straight up at a slight angle to 
the curve. 




STEPli: Bend the end of the wire 
protruding from the center of the spi- 
ral into a small open loop, using small 
round-nose pliers, to create a catch. 




STEP 12 : At the point where the wire 
straightens out from the curve, create 
a spring using the back of the small 
round-nose pliers. 




STEP 13: To create a point on the 
opposite end of the wire, first flatten it 
slightly with a chasing hammer. 



STEP 1 4 > Cut the wire at an angle to 
a sharp point, using flush cutters. 



STEP 1 51 File the wire end with a flat 
file. 




STEP 16: Polish the tip of the pin 
with 0000 steel wool. 




STEP 171 Make sure the tip of the pin 
fits into the catch perfectly. 

O PTI O N : Artificially age the spiral 
fibula in liver of sulfur (see Basics sec- 
tion pp. 8-1 9). 



Cool ideas! 

>V Try making this pin in copper wire first before using harder metals 
such as sterling silver or yellow brass. 

Vr If you find It difficult to create the pin with i4-gauge wire, try using 
i6-gauge instead. 

■/V To make a fibula with a larger spiral, use a longer length of wire and 
try spiraling It much looser. Be sure to reserve enough wire to create 
the spring and the pin. 

Beads, coil-wrapped wire, and other embellishments can be added 
to the pin between the spiral and the spring for a creative variation. 
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SWlNGinG PeRGH EaRRinGS 



SHARILYN MILLER 




Finished size: 2 ’/s" (5.4 cm) 



Small bead dangles hang gracefully from “Swinging 
Perch” earrings, made from small amounts of copper and 
sterling silver wire. 



MATERIALS 

6 round 4mm beads, gemstones, pearls, 
and/or metal 

2 amber chips 

2 turquoise 6xiomm teardrop shaped 
beads 

2 copper 3" (8 cm) head pins 

6" (15 cm) of round dead-soft i8-gauge 
sterling silver wire 

6“ (15 cm) of round dead-soft 20-gauge 
sterling silver wire 

472" (n cm) of round dead-soft 
20-gauge copper wire 



TOOLS 

Flush cutters 

Measuring tape 

0000 steel wool 

Small jeweler’s bench block 

Chasing or planishing hammer 

Small ball-peen or embossing hammer 

Small round-nose pliers 

Large round-nose pliers 

Flat-nose pliers 

Chain-nose pliers 

Large bail-forming pliers 



/ 




STEP i: Start by making a bead STEP 2: Wrap the wire once around 

dangle for your Swinging Perch Ear- small round-nose pliers, 
rings. String i turquoise teardrop, 

1 bead, and one 4mm round onto a 
2"_3" (5-8 cm) head pin. 



Wrap a second time around the pliers, 
using your fingers. 





STEP 3’ Break the neck, using the tips 
of chain-nose pliers. 



STEP 4 - Reinsert the round-nose 
pliers. 



STEP 5' Place the pliers in your non- 
dominant hand and carefully wrap the 
“neck” wire above the beads, using 
chain-nose pliers. 




STEP 6: Start a tiny spiral in the tips STEP 7 ' Press the spiral tightly with STEP 8: Continue spiraling in the 

of the small round-nose pliers. the tips of the flat-nose pliers. wire. 
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STEP 9 - Tuck the Spiral against the 
bead. 



STEP lO: To equalize the loops on 
double-wrapped eye pins, place the 
loops back on the round-nose pliers, 
smallest loop first. 



STEP n: Grasp the tool with chain- 
nose pliers and press the tool firmly 
against the loops, forcing them to 
equalize. Repeat from Step i to make a 
second dangle and set them aside. 




STEP 12 : Flush cut (see Basics sec- 
tion pp. 8-19) 2 pieces of 20-gauge 
copper wire, each 2V4" (6 cm) long. 



STEP 13: Bend a small loop on each 
end of both wires. 



STEP 14: Break the necks to form 
eye-pin loops. 




STEP 151 Center the loops on the wire 
ends. 



STEP 16: Use large bail-form ing 
pliers to grasp each wire piece in the 
middle. 



STEP 171 Bend the wire over the 
pliers to form a U shape. 
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STEP! 8: Hammer the U-shaped area 
on a bench block, using a chasing or 
planishing hammer. 




STEP 21 : Continue spiraling with flat- 
nose pliers. 




STEP 24' Open up the eye-pin loops 
on the copper U-shape wire pieces and 
use them to attach the silver spiral 
component with bead dangle. 




STEP 1 9 " Flush cut two 3" (8 cm) 
pieces of i8-gauge sterling silver wire. 




STEP 22: String on a small silver 
spacer bead, i of the bead dangles you 
made earlier, and another spacer bead. 
Repeat these steps with the second 
20-gauge silver wire piece. 




STEP 25: Flush cut 2 pieces of 
20-gauge sterling silver wire, each 
about 3" (8 cm) long. Form a large 
loop on one end of each wire piece 




STEP 20: Start a spiral on one end 
of the wire, using small round-nose 
pliers. 




STEP 23: Spiral in the opposite end 
of each wire. 




STEP 26: Place the wire in the large 
bail-forming pliers and bend it over in 
a shepherd’s hook shape. Repeat with 
the second wire piece. 
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STEP 27: Bend the wire ends at a 
slight angle, making it easier to insert 
the ear wires into earlobes. 



STEP 28: OPTION: Hammer the ear 
wires lightly with a chasing hammer. 



STEP 29: Open the loop on the 
end of the ear wire in preparation for 
placing a swinging perch on it. 



f 
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STEP 30 " Place the swinging perch 
dangle on the ear-wire loop. 




STEP 31 ■ Close the loop. Repeat 
these steps with the second ear wire to 
make a matched pair. 



O PTI O N : Use a hot solution of liver 
of sulfur to darken your Swinging 
Perch earrings (see Basics section 
pp. 8-19). Polish with 0000 steel wool 
followed by a jeweler’s polishing cloth. 



Cool ideas! 

Vr Choose small beads, pearls, and/or metal beads for this project; 
large, heavy beads on earrings will drag on your earlobes. 

Vc Because these earrings are made using very short wire pieces, it 
may be possible to make them using scrap wire leftover from larger 
projects. 

■>V Charms, wire spirals, etc., can be substituted for bead dangles. 

ic Try making these earrings in different sizes; for example, flush cut 
i8-gauge wire pieces cm) long instead of 2" (5 cm) long to 

make longer components. Also try using different metals — sterling 
silver, copper, yellow brass, etc. 
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twiniNG viNes BraceLET 



SHARILYN MILLER 




Twisty, twining “vines” of wire lend a delicate surface em- 
bellishment to rectangular-shaped beads in this bracelet, 
which looks great in copper or sterling silver wire. 



Finished size: 8" (20.} cm) 



MATERIALS 



TOOLS 



Toggle clasp 

3 topaz 8mm Czech fire-polished beads 

4 picture jasper 15x20mm rounded 
rectangles 

4' (i22 cm) of round dead-soft copper 
i8-gauge wire 

i8" (46 cm) of round dead-soft copper 
22-gauge wire 



Flush cutters 
0000 steel wool 
Small jeweler’s flat file 
Small steel bench block 
Chasing or planishing hammer 
Small round-nose pliers 
Flat-nose pliers 
Chain-nose pliers 




STEP 1 : Clean all the wire thoroughly 
with oooo steel wool (see Basics sec- 
tion pp. 8-19). Test your rectangular- 
shaped beads to see if i8-gauge wire 
will pass through the bead holes. If 
not, substitute 20-gauge wire for the 
i8-gauge wire requirement. 




STEP 4* Wrap the neck once or twice 
around. 




STEP 7" Twist the wires a few times, 
creating a spiral and simultaneously 
pressing the wire down firmly against 
the bead. 




STEP lO: Forge the spirals if desired. 
Tuck the spirals against the bead. 




STEP 2 : Flush cut (see Basics section 
pp. 8-19) 4 i8-gauge (or 20-gauge) 
wire pieces, each lo" (25.4 cm) long. 
About one-third down the wire, wrap 
the wire twice around the middle of 
the round-nose pliers. 




STEP 5* Place a rectangular bead on 
the long wire end and create another 
double-wrapped eye-pin loop, wrap- 
ping the neck tightly. Bring both long 
wire ends to one side of the bead. 




STEP 8: Hammer each wire end with 
a chasing hammer. 




STEP n: Repeat with remaining wire 
and beads. Line up to see how they will 
look as a bracelet. 




STEP 3* Break the neck as shown. 




JL 



STEP 6: Cross the wires in the center 
of the bead and press them tightly 
against the bead surface. 




/ 



STEP 9- Spiral them both in, start- 
ing with small round-nose pliers and 
finishing with flat-nose pliers. 
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STEP 12 : Flush cut three 22-gauge 
wire pieces, each about 6" (15.2 cm) 
long. About one-third down the wire, 
form a small eye-pin loop in the middle 
of the small round-nose pliers. Before 
closing the loop, attach i of the wire- 
wrapped rectangle beads made earlier. 




STEP 13: Close the loop and wrap the 
neck. 




Thread a fire-polished bead on the 
long end of the wire. 




STEP 14: Create a loop in the wire 
near the bead but before closing it, at- 
tach a wir-wrapped rectangle bead. 




STEP 16: Spiral in the ends. Repeat 
the above steps until you have a linked 
bracelet that is about an inch too short 
to fit around your wrist. 




STEP 171 Using 1 8-gauge wire, create 
3 small jump rings to attach to each 
end of the bracelet. 



Cool ideas! 




STEP 15: Wrap the necks to secure 
the bead in place. 




STEP 18: Attach the toggle clasp. 

OPTION: Use a hot solution of liver 
of sulfur to darken your bracelet (see 
Basics section pp. 8-19). Polish with 
0000 steel wool followed by a jeweler’s 
polishing cloth. 



>V To vary the look of this bracelet, try using larger beads or heavier 
gauge wire. 

■jV Look for beads with large surface areas to embellish with spiraled 
wire (“twining vines”). Smaller beads are not as useful because they 
are easily overwhelmed with too much wirework. 

■jV Add a counterweight bead near the end of the bracelet to keep it 
from riding up on your wrist. 
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SPIRaL HOOK EaRRinGS 

SHARILYN MILLER 




Unusual spiral-shaped hook earrings are matched with 
triangle-spiral charms and bead dangles. 



Finished size:! (4 cm) 



MATERIALS 

4 copper head pins with ball heads 
2 labradorite 8mm rondelles 
2 Thai silver 4mm cornerless cubes 
2 Thai silver 4mm cubes 
4 silver 4mm rounds 
2 7x10mm garnets 

i6" (41 cm) of round dead-soft copper 
20-gauge wire 

8” (20.3 cm) of round dead-soft copper 
1 8-gauge wire 



TOOLS 

Flush cutters 
Measuring tape 
0000 steel wool 
Small jeweler’s bench block 
Chasing or planishing hammer 
Small round-nose pliers 
Large round-nose pliers 
Flat-nose pliers 
Chain-nose pliers 
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STEP i: Clean all of the wire thorough- 
ly with oooo steel wool (see Basics 
section pp. 8-19). Flush cut (see Basics 
section) 2 pieces of 20-gauge wire, each 
8" (20 cm) long. Spiral in one end of 
each wire piece until it measures 4" 

(lo cm) long from the outside of the 
spiral to the end of the wire. 



STEP 2 : On the back of the spiral, 
with small round-nose pliers, bend the 
wire up and over in a loop. 




STEP 3' Change the orientation of 
the tool so that you can wrap the wire 
completely around it as shown. Repeat 
from Step i with the second wire piece. 




STEP 4' Switch to chain-nose pliers 
and bend the wire around the outside 
of the spiral. 
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STEP 5' Bend the wire Straight up 
from the spiral. Repeat with the sec- 
ond spiral. 




STEP 6: Bend the wire forward as 
shown. Repeat Steps 4-6 with the 
second spiral. 




STEP 7- Bend the wire up and over 
the back of the large round-nose pliers 
to form an ear hook. Repeat with the 
second spiral. Bend the last V4" (2 cm) 
of wire up just a little to create a tail 
that easily inserts into your earlobe. 
File the wire end or use a cup burr in 
a handheld drill to smooth it. Repeat 
this step with the second wire piece, 
and you have two spiral-hook earrings. 
Set these aside. 




STEP 8: Create 4 bead dangles as 
shown in the Basics section. Use i 
cornerless cube, i labradorite rondelle, 
and 1 silver round to create 2 of the 
dangles. Use i purple bicone and i 
silver round to create 2 of the dangles. 
Set them aside. Flush cut 2 wire pieces 
of i8-gauge wire, each 4“ (lo cm) long. 
Use them to make 2 triangle-spiral 
charms as shown in the Basics section; 
beads are optional. To assemble the 
earrings, pick up a spiral-post ear- 
ring from Steps 2-7 and use flat-nose 
pliers to open the loop on the spiral 
sideways. 




STEP 9- Insert i bead dangle, i 
triangle-spiral charm, and i more 
bead dangle onto the wire. Run them 
around until they fit inside the eye-pin 
loop at the bottom of the spiral. Using 
flat-nose pliers, close the spiral firmly. 



Cool ideas! 

Vr Since several beads dangle 
from each earring, use small, 
lightweight beads or pearls 
that won’t drag on your 
earlobes. 

Vf Artificially aging your ear- 
rings in a hot solution of liver 
of sulfur helps to unify the 
design, especially if you used 
mixed metals such as silver 
and copper. 

>V If you can’t wear copper in 
your earlobes, substitute 
sterling silver wire to make 
spiral-hook earrings. An- 
other option is to give each 
ear wire a light coat of clear 
nail polish. Allow it to dry 24 
hours before inserting the 
wire into your earlobe. 
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ResouRces 



Copper washers, metal hole 
punches, hammers, inexpensive 
tools: 

Harbor Freight 
harborfreight.com 

Copper tubing, tubing cutters, 
metal washers and nuts (brass, 
steel, etc.): 

Various hardware stores 

sterling silver, copper, gold, 
gold-filled, brass wire: 

Metalliferous 
metaUiferous.com 

Monste rslayer 
monstersiayer.com 

Rio Grande 
riogrande.com 

Thunderbird Supply 
th underbirdsuppiy. com 

Copper, yellow brass, 
annealed steel wire: 

Various hardware stores 

CONTRIBUTING 

The following wire-jewelry 
book and can be reached at 

Dale “Cougar” Armstrong 
cougarscreations.com 



Fishing tackle boxes (for 
organizing beads and findings): 

basspro.com 

Colored craft wire: 

artisticwire.com 

parawire.com 

Jewelry tools (pliers, cutters, 
specialty hammers and mallets, 
files, bench blocks, wire gauge 
measuring tool, ring and brace- 
let mandrels, etc.): 

Otto Frei 
ottofrei.com 

Rio Grande 
riogrande.com 

Thunderbird Supply 
thunderbirdsupply. com 

Wired Up Beads 
wiredupbeads.com 



Rubber lacing, ball chain, in- 
expensive chains, plastic bead 
storage boxes, small plastic 
bags: 

jo-Ann Fabrics 8l Crafts 
joann.com 

Michaels Arts &, Crafts 
michaeis.com 

specialty cutters and pliers: 

Tronex Tools 
tronextoois.com 

Wired Up Beads 
wiredupbeads.com 

1 iver of sulfur (1 o s): 

Rio Grande 
riogrande.com 

Thunderbird Supply 
thunderbirdsuppiy.com 



ARTISTS 

and mixed-media artists contributed their designs to this 
their respective websites: 

Sharilyn Miller Richard Salley 

shariiynmiiier.com rsaiiey.com 

Rachel Nelson-Smith 
msrachei.com 



Eugenia Chan 
eugenia-c.com 
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INDeX 



aging metal 17-18 

bracelet projects: Coin-pearl 
Coil-wrapped 58-61; Coin-pearl 
Copper-washer 40-45; Cool 
Copper 76-79; Copper Spiral with 
Wire Charms 20-25; Leaf Link 
92-97; Single-loop Chain 88-91; 
Twining Vines 118-121 

charm, spiral-triangle 16 
cleaning wire 8 

ear hook, French wrapped 13-15 
earrings projects: Embellished 
Copper-washer 68-71 ; Forged 
Paddle 52-57; Funky Chandelier 
36-39; Spiral Hook 122-125; 
Stacked Washer 80-83; Sticks 
and Stones 98-101; Swinging 
Perch 112-117 

flush cutting 12 



liver of sulfur 17-18 
loops, wrapped eye-pin 9-12 

necklace projects: Elemental 
62-67; Found Pebbles 30-35; 
Peacock Wheels 26-29; Spider- 
weave Pendant 102-107; Wire- 
Woven Pendant 46-51 

patina 17-18 

pendant projects: Spider-weave 
102-107; Wire-Woven 46-51 
pin projects: Artsy Fibula 72-75; 

Spiral Fibula 108-111 
polishing wire 19 

ring project: Sombrero 84-87 

wire, cleaning 8; smoothing 17; 

work-hardening 8 
work-hardening 8 
wrapped eye-pin loop 9-12 
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CREATE BEAUTIFUL JEWELRY 

with these inspiring resources from interweave 




EAVE WRAP COIL 



creating artisan wire jewelry 



: JODI BOnejRFtDIEFE 




*^^liDirec 5 tyEe_p 



50 

unique jBwelrv 



den ISO peck 

STtp HY:rrEywK§iVWHJpr 




THE 



JEWELRY 



ARCHITECT mcki.ho. 

j tecnniyijea + proiecLs for rmxed-mecJiij jewelry 



WEAVE WRAP COIL 

Creating Artisan Wire Jeweiry 



Jodi Bombardier 
$22.95 

ISBN 978-1 -59668-200-9 



WIRE STYLE 

50 Unique Jeweiry Designs 



Denise Peck 
$ 19-95 

ISBN 978-1-59668-070-8 



THE JEWELRY ARCHITECT 

Techniques and Projects for 
Mixed-Media Jeweiry 

Kate McKinnon 
$26.95 

ISBN 978-1-59668-176-7 



lAPIDARyjOURNAL 

lEWELRY 

Artist 



Check out Jeweiry Artist, a trusted guide to the 
art of gems, jewelry making, design, beads, min- 
erals, and more. From beginners to experienced 
artisans and businesses. Jewelry Artist can take 
you to a whole new level. 

Sign up for a subscription and look for all the 
issues at jewelryartistmagazine.com 



^!>) INTERWEAVE. 

interweave.com 




